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INTRODUCTION
Climate change and war, and their twin progeny of forced migration and hunger,
have long been Afri’s key themes. All of these elements are vividly on display in the
horrific war currently raging in Ukraine. That countries are still resorting to war to
settle disputes in the 21st century is tragically depressing and disturbing. Our
solidarity is firmly with the people of Ukraine at this time and we echo their heartfelt
pleas to Russia to end this awful aggression and slaughter, while recognising that all
war is a tragic failure for humanity and all our energies must be directed to its
eradication forever.
If such were needed, the monstrous cruelty of this conflict underlines the folly of war
and its utter destructiveness. Thousands of lives have been destroyed, people have
been uprooted from their homes and forced to flee as refugees, and the planet –
already in peril from global warming – is being pounded day and daily by some of the
most horrific weapons imaginable. Nobody should have to endure such suffering,
violence and trauma.
And while the war in Ukraine is the centre of many people’s attention and Ireland has
responded generously in opening its doors to Ukrainian refugees, at least 15 other
wars continue to rage around the globe, in places such as Yemen, Syria, South Sudan,
Somalia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Meanwhile, the consequences of
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq continue to oppress their peoples. Refugees from
these countries face horrific journeys by sea, often to die in modern-day ‘coffin ships’
or in the waters of the Mediterranean while being turned back from the borders of ‘
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Catherine Connolly is an Independent TD who has served as the Leas-Cheann
Comhairle of Dáil Éireann since July 2020. She has been a TD for the Galway West
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Robbie McVeigh is a researcher and writer, born in Antrim, raised in Tyrone and now
based in Edinburgh. He has extensive experience of working with statutory and
community organisations across Ireland. He also has a specific interest in Irish
Protestant identity. He has published extensively, with a particular focus on human
rights and equality. His work includes theoretical and policy-oriented research and
has focused on racism and sectarianism in Ireland, north and south. He also has
extensive experience of working internationally on issues of race, equality, peace and
self-determination. His most recent book is Anois ar theacht an tSamhraidh: Ireland,
Colonialism and the Unfinished Revolution (with Bill Rolston, Beyond the Pale 2021)
Homayoon Shirzad arrived in Ireland from Afghanistan 5 years ago. He is a
Humanitarian and Community Worker with over 19 years of work experience with
reputable international organizations in Ireland and abroad. Currently, he is the
Deputy National Coordinator for Places of Sanctuary Ireland with a particular

fortress Europe’. The few who make it to Ireland, unfortunately, are not greeted with a
Céad míle fáilte, but are often instantly deported or left to languish in Direct Provision
for years on end. And, shamefully, Ireland has directly contributed to the forced
migration of many through providing Shannon airport as a stop off point for the US
warplanes that forced many of them from their homes.
175 years after ‘Black ‘47’, we have an opportunity to reflect on our history and to
examine the direction in which our country has recently been moving. Given that
history of colonialism and oppression, our solidarity should unquestionably be with
the people of the Global South who continue to face hunger and poverty caused by
war and climate change. Above all, we need to tackle war – which is the enemy
regardless of who is waging it – and the weapons industry that fuels and profits from
the many conflicts around the world. Inspired by our history we need to be a country
that promotes de-escalation, demilitarization and disarmament, not one that jumps
on board the juggernaut of the war industry. We need to work for a change of
priorities where tackling climate change, war and poverty is the primary aim of the
global community, not perpetuating and enhancing them.
If we really care about our children’s future, we need to tackle the twin evils of global
warming and global warring! We need to proclaim the failure of war and champion
the cause of peace. In practical terms this means eschewing the weapons industry
and aggressive military operations and committing, instead, to peacekeeping and to
ensuring that our economy works only to build products that serve humanity and the
welfare of our planet.

leadership role in Schools of Sanctuary. He is passionate about working with his
community and believes “when you are trying to improve inclusivity and
integration of newcomers, it is critical to increase the whole community’s
understanding of the kind of issues newcomers have faced back home, on their
way to Ireland and what issues they face here.”
Patrick O'Laoghaire A writer and musician based in Louisburgh, Co.Mayo, Patrick
has been described as one of Ireland's "most exceptional musicians" by the Irish
Times. O'Laoghaire has travelled worldwide with his songs. He has taken part in the
People festival, Sounds from a Safe Harbour, Other Voices, and opened shows for
Lisa Hannigan, Villagers and Anna Calvi. There is an elemental, instinctive nature to
his work

INFORMATION
Please assemble in Louisburgh for registration at 12.00 noon. Shuttle buses will
bring walkers to start point from 1pm. A brief ceremony (5 minutes) will take
place at the Famine Memorial in Delphi Lodge before walkers return to
Louisburgh. Please note there is no parking available at Delphi Lodge. The walk
is approximately 11 miles and a shuttle car will be available along the route if
needed.
Toilet facilities will be available at the halfway point as well as along the lake.

Famine Walk CD – An 18-track CD by some of
Ireland’s greatest artists - all of whom have
performed at the Famine Walk – was produced
by Afri to mark 30 years of the Famine Walk.
This is a fantastic collection of songs, music
and spoken word accompanied by a 32-page
booklet full of interesting facts, quotes and information. This
limited edition CD – which will become a collector’s item is available from Afri and will be on sale at the
Famine Walk. Be sure to get your
copy!
Afri is a
justice, peace
and human rights
organisation, which was
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founded in 1975. Afri’s first
‘Famine Walk’ took place in 1988,
with the aim of linking the experience
of Ireland in the 1840s with contemporary
issues of famine, hunger, food insecurity and
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human rights abuses. Since then we have explored
many related issues such as climate change, food
sovereignty and the forced migration of people among other
themes

IN THE INTEREST OF
HEALTH AND SAFETY,
PLEASE WALK ON
THE LEFT HAND SIDE
OF THE ROAD FOR
THE DURATION OF
THE WALK

Ple ase h e lp Af ri to con tin ue its
wo rk by g e ttin g sp on sorsh ip a n d
takin g par t in th is wa l k .
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https: //ti nyurl .co m /4 4 fz z m h s
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