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For the second year in succession we won't be gathering in the beautiful Solas Bhríde Centre in Kildare. We 
will miss the warmth and welcome that are such a feature of Solas Bhríde but even though restrictions are 
being lifted, we’ve decided to err on the side of caution and come together online - just this year- to celebrate 
this wonderful festival of Brigid.

Moving towards the light: meeting the challenges of con�ict and climate is the theme of this year’s event. We 
are inspired by the way in which so many young people, especially, have taken up the challenge of tackling 
the climate issue and are demanding action from governments that will put care for our planet central to 
everything we do. 

As we mark Féile Bríde 2022, we are mindful of the tragic death of Ashling Murphy in Tullamore for whom our 
hearts are heavy. We remember all who experience violence, in whatever form; we must do all that we can do 
to challenge the culture of violence. As a society we must rede�ne the meaning of maleness – where the 
characteristics of aggression and dominance are replaced with the values of kindness, strength and 
compassion, values espoused by Brigid of Kildare.   

We will also examine the wider issue of violence and war and how it a�ects people – especially in the global 
South. Four decades ago, at Afri’s �rst ever conference in Sean MacDermott St in 1982, the great peace 
activist Richard McSorley asked, ‘how can governments condemn individual acts of violence when they 
threaten violence daily through war and the weapons industry?’. 

And it is a great tragedy that our own Government is now actively promoting the arms industry, as 
demonstrated by an online seminar hosted by the government in Nov. 2021, which explicitly sought to identify 
and promote opportunities for Irish companies to work with and join global armaments producers. This is a 
new departure for an Irish government – but it is not yet set in stone. We call on the Government urgently to 
reconsider and reverse this misguided initiative.

And, as St. Brigid’s Day is to become a public holiday from 2023, we will work to ensure that her message of 
peace, her ‘selling her father’s sword to buy food for a poor person’ remains a central image and a central 
message. 

       We look forward to seeing you on February 5th.

Féile Bríde 2022



Opening and Fáilte                        

3.00  Lighting the �ame – Rita Minehan

3.15  Our Climate on Fire - Ciara Murphy

3.35  From Darkness into Light - Richard Moore

4.55 The Answer Stares you in the Eyes - Tommy Sands

4.00  A Vivid Spark:  The Downpatrick Declaration - John  
 Maguire

4.20  The Fire and the Light - Abjata Khalif  

4.40  Sharing the Light of Peace - Máiréad Maguire

5.00  Daughters and Sons - Tommy Sands

Abjata khalif is director of the Kenya Pastoralist Journalist 
Network as well as an award-winning journalist and 
activist based in northern Kenya. In 1984 he experienced 
the Wagalla Massacre, when Kenyan armed forces 
surrounded his village and forced the people into an open 
�eld. 3,000 people were killed, including his sister.  Abjata 
escaped and was rescued by an Italian nun. “I have seen 
houses torched and whole villages brought down due to 
violence fueled by weapons which are not produced in 
Africa”. As a result of his experiences, he decided to 
become a change maker - using community radio to 
educate the community and build their capacity to 
demand their rights including opposing the procurement 
of small arms and light weapons.

Rita Minehan is a Brigidine Sister and a member of the 
Solas Bhride team.  She is a former member of the Board 
of Afri and was present at the re-lighting of the Brigid 
Flame in Kildare Town in 1993. She has written a book on 
Brigid entitled: Rekindling the Flame: A Pilgrimage in the 
Footsteps of Brigid of Kildare.

Richard Moore was blinded at the age of ten when a 
soldier shot a rubber bullet into his face. Despite being a 
victim of the weapon’s industry, Richard went on to 
complete his education, become a successful business 
man, a musician and a Director of Derry City football club 
before founding Children in Cross�re – an organisation 
that works with children who are caught up in the cross�re 
of war, climate change and poverty!

Clár



Mairead Maguire is a co-founder, with Betty Williams of 
the Peace People and both were awarded the 1976 Nobel 
Peace Prize. Since then she has taken up many global 
peace and human rights issues; she strongly opposes 
Israeli policy towards Palestine; she has campaigned on 
behalf of political prisoners around the world including 
Chelsea Manning; she’s an outspoken critic of US and 
British policy in the Middle East and strenuously opposes 
the ongoing war on terror.

John Maguire is Emeritus Professor of Sociology, UCC, a 
writer and a peace activist.  He is involved  with 
Shannonwatch, The People's Movement and 
StoP:swordstoploughshares, an all-island group working 
against arms trade and production in Ireland.  He 
published Maastricht and Neutrality with co-author Joe 
Noonan in 1992, and Defending Peace: Ireland's Role in a 
Changing Europe (Cork UP) in 2002. He has since 
published numerous articles on Neutrality and related 
topics.  He has had songs recorded by Christy Moore and 
Roy Bailey, and has published stories and poems for 
children. 

Ciara Murphy is the Environmental Policy Advocate at the 
Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice. She works on 
in�uencing policy change at a national level as well as 
focusing on community-based local initiatives. She 
achieves this through commentary, public consultation 
submissions and collaborating with peer NGOs and 
community organisations.

Ciara holds a BSc. in Environmental Biology and a PhD. in 
Environmental Microbiology which have equipped her with 
a broad knowledge on environmental and biodiversity 
issues.

Tommy Sands with a Fenian �ddle in one ear and an 
Orange drum in the other, Sands was reared in the foothills 
of the Mourne Mountains. His family was immersed in folk 
music - his father played �ddle, his mother accordion. 
Their kitchen was a place where Protestant and Catholic 
farmers alike would gather to sing at the end of a day's 
harvesting. Tommy’s book, The Songman is the story of his 
remarkable journey, the turbulent days of the civil rights 
movement, encounters with The Bothy Band, Pete Seeger, 
Ian Paisley, and a 'de�ning moment' during the Good 
Friday Agreement talks.

Afri wishes to acknowledge the support of Irish Aid, Concern and Trócaire.

Féile Bríde Online Gathering 
Saturday, February 5th 2022 3PM to 5PM

To register for this free online event, 
please go to www.afri.ie

This event is organised in partnership with St. Patrick’s  Kiltegan and Cairde Bríde. Feíle Bríde is part of a week-long series of events taking place in Kildare organised 
by the Brigidine Sisters and Cáirde Bríde.  See: http://solasbhride.ie/


