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2 SEED SOVEREIGNTY

“HOW DARE YOU”3

INSIDE

 – these threads and more –  were all woven together to 
make up the tapestry of our work this year.  2019 will be 
remembered especially for the school climate strikes 
inspired by Greta Thunberg who insists ‘No matter 
what, we need to continue’.  As we report inside, while 
Politicians and Corporations dither, delay and 
obfuscate, the young people – in Ireland and around the 
world - get out on the street and demand action. 

Speaking of taking action, at the other end of the age 
range, we supported Ken Mayers (82) and Tarak Kauff  
(77) – two US Veterans for Peace - in their anti war 
action at Shannon Airport and during the almost nine 
months  they spent  as ‘hostages’ in Ireland when their 
passports were confiscated.   They used their time in 
Ireland to great effect by walking throughout the 
country to highlight Irish neutrality and to bring 
attention to the horror of Shannon’s use as a US military 
base.

In December, we were proud to host the launch of an 
extraordinarily important book by Clare O’Grady 
Walshe, looking at the critical issue of Seed Sovereignty.  
The influence of large corporate food/seed companies 
has spread to even the most remote areas, leading to 
ownership of seeds shifting from local to corporate 
control.  Seed laws, patents, genetically modified seeds, 

impact on local food production patterns and the lives 
of millions.
(see report inside)

Finally, we want to thank you for your ongoing support 
for Afri – as you will see in the inside pages very 
important work in terms of education, awareness- 
raising and campaigning is always happening in Afri 
and as Greta says, ‘no matter what, we must continue’. 
We hope you will continue to support us in the year 
ahead

FEILE BRIDE4

FAMINE WALK 

Walks, talks, protests, dramas, drums, 
spoons, quavers, books, seeds and soil 

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY GMIT 
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Greta Thunberg 

Afri partner, Abjata Khalif, distributes solar lights to mothers in 
Kenya. You can support this campaign by contacting Afri - details on 
back page.



Seed Sovereignty
Afri was proud to co-host - with DCU and 
Children in Crossfire-  the launch of Clare 
O’Grady Walshe’s new book Globalisation 
and Seed Sovereignty in Sub-Saharan 
Africa
 
Seed sovereignty is the right and freedom to 
sow, grow, plant and resave seed that farmers 
and gardeners have sown - generation to 
generation - for millennia. With globalisation, 
the influence of large corporate food/seed 
companies has spread to even the most 
traditional areas, leading to ownership of seeds 
shifting from local to corporate control.  

Seed laws, patents, genetically modified seeds, 
impact on local food production patterns and 
the lives of millions. Seed sovereignty 
promotes the right of each country to 
determine its own seed policies and laws in 
order to feed and develop its people.
  
With a long track record in the area of 
environmental justice and human rights, Clare 
O’Grady Walshe has spent the last ten years 

exploring the issue of seed security and seed 
sovereignty. Her book Globalisation and 
Seed Sovereignty in Sub-Saharan Africa 
examines the risk to farmers’ seed systems, 
particularly in vulnerable communities in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, communities in the 
frontline of climate change. Researching new 
seed laws in Kenya and Ethiopia she explores 
how poorer countries struggle to hold onto 
control of their farmers’ seeds, bred over 
thousands of years to suit the local 
environment. 

Making connections between the environment, 
climate justice, global economics and food 
production she points to growing support for 
keeping diversity alive literally in the ground, 
increasingly important as climate change 
intensifies. And she argues that ensuring seed 
policies, laws and practices support locally 
adapted seed diversity can act as an essential 
buffer against hunger.

A limited number of copies of Clare's book are 
available from Afri.

 

Richard Moore (CiC) Iain McMenamon (DCU) Clare O'Grady Walshe, author, Olive Moore (Trócaire) Matthew Jebb 
(Botanic Gardens) and Turlough O'Donnell SC at the launch of Clare's book in Blackhall Place in December
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Protesting the visit of Donald Trump and the 'Fossil Fuel Fools' in the 
Irish Government

“How dare you”
The shameful failure of Politicians and 
Captains of Industry to tackle global 
warming is in sharp contrast to the 
courageous actions taken by young people 
inspired by the example of the wonderful 
Greta Thunberg. The Politicians dither, 
delay and obfuscate, while the young 
people get out on the streets and demand 
action.

The Irish Government - self-proclaimed 
“laggards” in tackling climate change, 
typically – takes one step forward and 
several steps backwards. The Taoiseach 
announced at the UN that the Government 
would ‘phase out’ exploration for oil but 
absurdly continue exploration for Gas. And 
in the midst of all this, the Government is 
supporting the establishment of Shannon 
LNG - absurdly planning to import 
hundreds of Super tanker’s of fracked gas 
per year from the US into the Shannon 

estuary - the terminal to be built in a UN 
special area of conservation for wildlife

This will be a huge contributor to already 
out-of-control climate change and global 
warming, emitting massive amounts of 
methane gas which is many times more 
harmful than Carbon Dioxide. To add 
insult to injury, the government is 
attempting to have it included on a PCI list 
- Project of Communal Importance, which 
would allow it over-ride planning 
processes and receive large scale EU 
funding. 

We urge all Afri supporters to get in touch 
with your local representatives and the 
Minister and demand that they abandon 
this enterprise and to make it a 
central issue in any forthcoming 
election campaign.

raise this issue with your local 
TD and when Politicians come 
calling at election time

Photo credit: Derek Speirs



Sometimes, when involved in the areas of 
justice, peace and human rights one can be 
overwhelmed by the many challenges that 
confront us. But, in Féile Bríde 2019, we 
looked at some of the successes that have 
been gained over the years. Michael Doorly   
emphasised the need to recognise successes, 
when they come along, saying  that ‘a failure 
to acknowledge progress leaves people 
feeling hopeless and ready to give up, while 
recognising  gains made will show us what is 
possible and spur us on to more’

‘We’ve won campaigns and had successes and 
we must celebrate and remember these as we 
take on the challenges that lie ahead’, said 
Trócaire Director Caoimhe de Barra, setting 
the tone for the Féile Bríde Conference. She 
recalled East Timor’s long campaign, and the 
genocide perpetrated against it, and how it 
eventually gained its independence, with 
much support from around the world, 
especially in Ireland. Meghan Carmody said 
that the energy for action among young 
people is really growing and she profiled 
many young activists to emphasise this point.

 A highlight of the day was an intervention by 
10-year old Ruby Jo, who is part of a climate 
action group in her school called ’There is no 
Planet B’, which, appropriately was launched 
on Feb. 14th, Valentine’s Day.

We also had Brigidine sister Kay Mulhall 
who set up the Tallaght Intercultural Drop-in 
Centre in 2003, the focus of which is to 
welcome migrants and refugees who are 
seeking to make their home here. The 
Brigidine community supported the setting up 
of this centre. The Centre aims to be a warm 
and welcoming place where new communities 
can meet and get to know one another. 
Yemi Ojo, said her experience of the Centre 
was that the door was always open and 
people were always made welcome. It was a 
place where you could relax and be yourself. 

Richard Moore, spoke about ‘Educating the 
Heart’ – the cultivation of the knowledge, 
skills, attitudes and values necessary… for a 
compassionate world, through the prism of 
his own story.   He said his aim was to 
acknowledge the things in his life that made it 
possible for him ‘not only to survive being 
shot and blinded at the age of ten but to 
actually see blindness as a positive 
experience’. ‘When you are blind you meet 
people in a different way’. You experience 
kindness and love, at first hand. Having 
experienced such tremendous love and 
compassion in his own life, as a result of being 
blinded he wanted to share that experience 
with others. ‘What I wanted to do was give 
back the kindness and compassion that was 
shown to me. He has done this in many ways, 
including through the work of Children in 
Crossfire, which he founded in 1998.
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Peacemeal Change gathering in Trinity College, Dublin.

Caoimhe de Barra, Director 
of Trócaire, speaks at Féile Bríde in 2019



The Afri Hedge School 2019 took place at 
TU Dublin – Blanchardstown Campus in 
November. The theme for this year’s 
Hedge School was ‘Food Fashion Fuel’,  
focusing on climate justice, social justice 
and sustainability and featuring a blend 
of Speakers, Workshops, Discussions, 
Drama and  Music. It was organised by 
Third Year Students of the BA (Honours) 
in Community and Youth Development in 
association with Afri.
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We were delighted to have Pete St John on 
hand to introduce his great song about 
climate change – “Waltzing on Borrowed 
Time” – on the 2019 Famine Walk.  
‘Waltzing on Borrowed Time” was 
performed by Imogen, Sinead and Rose and 
accompanied by dancers from the 
locally-based Cresham Academy.
The song includes the following great 
lyrics:

“Across the world in every land, let a new 
awareness grow
that nations must protect the earth
As the seeds of hope we sow
A hope, a dream, a way of life when man and 
nature rhyme
And creatures of the earth won’t need to 
waltz on borrowed time”
Walk leaders Oisín Coughlan from Friends 

of the Earth and Hanny Van Geel from ‘La 
Via Campesina’ expanded on this theme. 
Oisin pointed out that the Dáil had passed a 
Bill declaring a climate emergency and, 
following the ‘green wave’ in the recent 
elections now needed to take urgent  action 
to tackle this emergency. Among these 
actions is the urgent need to stop issuing 
licences for further exploration of fossil 
fuels off the coast of Ireland.

Hanny pointed out the urgent need to 
support sustainable means of food 
production rather than allowing control of 
the food we eat to be ever more completely 
controlled by corporations whose only 
concern is profit.  Walkers were then ferried 
to Delphi Lodge, where we planted a tree 
before setting  off for Louisburgh.  Tea and 
coffee was provided along the route by 
Glenkeen Farm and as usual, we gathered in 
Teach na n-Ól in the evening for more 
music, chat and conversation.

Pete St John joins Oisin Coghlan of Friends of the Earth and Hanny Van Geel of La Via Campesina at the start of the 2019 Famine Walk
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Hedge School

The Hedge School in Blanchardstown



6

Peacemaker

Over 40 people attended Lón Intinne / 
Food for Thought at GMIT Castlebar on 
Friday May 17 2019, on the eve of the Afri 
Famine Walk. This event, a follow-up from last 
year’s, was a unique collaboration between 
Afri and Feasta with input from Teacht Aniar 
who have a special perspective on the Irish 
language.

John Hoban and Emer Mayock provided music to ground, enliven, entertain and provoke reflection 
throughout the day.

In the morning, after some words of welcome from Anne Ryan, Joe Murray introduced Hanny Van 
Geel of Via Campesina, who emphasised that 70% of the world’s food is produced by small 
producers, the majority of them women. The food sovereignty movement needs maximum 
participation from members of society: growing, cooking, writing, educating and advocating for 
small producers. The big question for the future is:  who is going to be producing our food – 
small-scale, sovereign grassroots producers or big companies? After a discussion with Hanny in 
which all took part, Joss and Ború Douthwaite facilitated a session in which all participants 
reflected on instances of transformation in which they had taken part or witnessed.

Participants brought delicious food to share at lunchtime, which highlighted the value of sharing as 
a way of being in the world. After lunch, Anne Ryan picked out some themes from the morning’s 
work. In spite of barriers imposed by our State and the EU, thousands of people are already engaged 
in enterprises that are the seeds of a new socially just and ecologically sound economy.

John Hoban started the afternoon with a new song about the four mountains of Mayo, which he 
sang for the first time in the outdoor space after lunch. He was inspired by two well-known hills in 
Leitrim – Sí Beag and Sí Mór, and included a theme of circular time, encapsulated in the refrain ‘I’m 
facing east but heading west’. Anne pointed out that there are many ways of looking at time that 
help us to understand its circular or counterflow aspects. It is possible to break out of the strong 
flow of the dominant ideology about what constitutes progress, especially if we work together to 
support each other in doing so.

Seán Ó Conláin introduced the second guest speaker, Michael McCaughan. Michael emphasised the 
value of multilingualism as a help to seeing the world and acting in it in diverse ways. Speaking in 
Irish, Spanish and English he emphasised the importance of minority languages and cultures in 
today’s mono-cultural world, and particularly the link with local resilience.
Baineadh cuid mhaith úsáid den Ghaeilge – i ngach slí – le linn an lae – mar ar deineadh anuraidh.

After a discussion with Michael, the group took part in an open space session, 
Go mbeirimid beo ar an am seo arís!

Report by Caroline Whyte and Séan Ó Conláin 

Food 
Sovereignty 
GMIT 

Michael McCaughan addresses the Food sovereignty 
Hedge School in Castlebar



With the announcement in the closing months 
of 2018 that a local hotel had been ear-marked 
as a Direct Provision centre, Direct Provision 
became a ‘live’ issue for the town of Moville 
and surrounding area. As something new to 
the community and a concept that most of us 
wouldn’t be familiar with, the discussion that 
has arisen is both understandable and neces-
sary.

A large number of people attended to listen to 
the speakers, including Afri Board member 
Donnah Vuma – herself a resident of Direct 
Provision, who said that it was very important 
to come to Moville to give people an idea of 
what Direct Provision is like and how local 
communities can support those in Direct 
Provision. Another DP resident, Fathi 
Mohamed said that the way the community 
came together to share ideas and comments 
gave her hope for the future.

Donal O’Kelly spoke about the need to firmly 
refute the underlying assumption in the Direct 
Provision system that there is something 
criminal about seeking asylum, that people 
should be punished or their lives made 
difficult. 

Local resident, Rose Kelly said that “when 
people understand what those who are being 
held in Direct Provision are going through, 
when they realize the suffering they are 
enduring, many people respond from the 
heart.” Rose continued “this provides a great 
opportunity for us to become a more 
compassionate society”
 
This event was supported by Failte 
Inishowen and Afri

Direct Provision
Donal O'Kelly, Donnah Vuma, Fathi Mohamed and Rose Kelly in Moville
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An Afri public meeting, which took place in the 
Teachers’ Club in July, featuring Veterans for Peace 
Members Ken Mayers and Tarak Kauff raised €1000 
to support Ken and Tarak, while they await trial in 
Ireland.

The elderly campaigners, in their “Veterans for 
Peace” sweatshirts, addressed the audience about 
the reasons for their actions and their commitment 
to opposing US militarism which they stated was a 
major cause of misery around the world, including to 
serving members of the military themselves (quoting 
a figure of 22 suicides per day), along with being a 
major cause of world pollution.

Ken Mayers explained that the USA has 800 military 
bases around the world in addition to its 400 on its 
own territory and that  the infrastructure, fuel and 
waste from these bases are a major cause of 
pollution. 

Both men belong to an organisation called Veterans 
for Peace which campaigns against the US 
militarisation of the economy, war, interference in 
the affairs of other states and for better treatment of 
veterans. 

Ken Mayers, 82 years of age and Tarak Kauff 77, 
spent 13 days on remand in Limerick jail, where 
their toilet did not flush unless they poured buckets 
of water into it. Other than that, they said they were 
treated well and the other prisoners treated them 
“like celebrities”.

The reason for their bail being refused during that 
period was Garda objections that they would flee the 
jurisdiction. Tarak Kauff exposed the illogicality of 
this ‘fear‘ to the audience, explaining that they had 
taken their action at Shannon knowing that they 
would be arrested and wanting to use the trial to 
expose what was going on at Shannon airport: “For 
us not to attend that trial, they would have to 
physically drag us away from there!”

They were eventually granted bail on condition they 
remain within the Irish state and having to 
surrender their passports, Ken and Tarak eventually 
had their passports returned to them - almost nine 
months later - and returned home in early 
December. They will return for trial in the Spring of 
2021.

Shannon – Veterans for Peace

Afri complies with The Governance Code for the Community, Voluntary and 
Charitable Sector in Ireland.

Afri has signed the Dóchas Code of Conduct on Images and Messages 

Funding and support
Changes in the availability of funding has necessitated much work 
by staff and a sub-committee of the Board to enable Afri’s range of 
work to continue. As a result, individual support has never been 
as important. However Afri is fortunate to also have a range of 
volunteers, artists, musicians and other supporters who underpin 
and engage with the work in often amazing ways. Afri gratefully 
acknowledges Trócaire, Concern, Irish Quakers Faith in Action 
and Christian Aid as well as our many friends and supporters, in 
particular St. Patrick’s Kiltegan, the Jesuits, the Brigidines,
the Spiritans, the Mercy Sisters and the Presentation Sisters.

Dates for your Diary
Féile Bríde Conference:
Saturday, February 8th 2020

Doolough Famine Walk:  
Saturday, May 16th 2020

Annual Hedge School in TU Dublin: 
November 2020

We are sad to report the recent 
death of Genny Bove, a friend, 
great campaigner and the 
driving force behind the 
campaign for the release of 
Chelsea Manning. Genny made 
many visits to Ireland and 
hosted 'the Manning Street 
Preachers' on a number of visits 
to Wales.  Her friend and 
colleague, Jill Gough, describes 
her as 'one of the greatest and 
most passionate peace and 
justice campaigners I have 

worked alongside' A tribute 
to Genny in Peace News concludes:  May you 
rest in peace, Genny, as you campaigned for it 
so bravely in your life. We can only concur with 
those sentiments.


