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The Covid pandemic that dominated much of 2020 
has left a great deal of pain and heartache in its 
wake – even as the prospect of a vaccine offers some 
light at the end of the tunnel. Let’s hope that a year 
that has been characterised by restrictions, 
lockdowns and social distancing will lead to a 
brighter future for everyone in 2021 and beyond.

The great hope and desire of so many people is that 
the ‘pause’ that was brought about by the pandemic 
will lead to reflection and change - change that will 
prioritise  the welfare of people and planet.

In Afri we didn’t allow the pandemic to stop our 
work …in fact it became more important than ever 
to highlight the many injustices and inequalities in 
our world and the way in which corporations and big 
business, fed by consumerism, destroys people and  
puts the very existence of our planet at risk.

We adapted to the strange circumstances the year 
presented by moving  many of our  events and 
activities from ‘actual’ to ‘virtual’ platforms…
In this edition of peacemaker we take a look back at 
some key moments in a year that will live long in the 
memory.

Alphabet Avenue 
It is always good to plant trees, so in 2020 we 
initiated Alphabet Avenue – a tree planting project 
based on the 18 letter Celtic alphabet in which each 
letter is named for a tree or a plant. We plan to invite 
partners to join us in hosting a complete ‘forest’ of 18 
trees/plants, or perhaps each to host one tree among 
18 dotted around the island. 
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Our �rst ever 
‘virtual’ famine walk was hosted by 

Ruairí McKiernan, with  speakers John Maguire,  Clare 
O’Grady Walshe, Donnah Vuma & student climate activist Gráinne 
Malone. We had music from renowned violinist Colm Mac Con 
Iomaire, harpist Emer Lynam and singer-songwriters RoJ Whelan 
and Paul O’Toole. It   was a resounding success with nearly 2000 
viewers from all over Ireland and from eleven countries around the 
world.
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From Carlow IT to the adjacent 
Famine Graveyard - this year Afri 
raised the prospect of the 
Famine Graveyard becoming a 
place of 
biodiversity…receiving a very 
positive response from 
representatives of Carlow IT 
and Carlow County Council.
The walk took place in 
February when the idea of 
wearing a mask was 
unheard of!

Famine Walk 

Famine
Walk 

Carlow 



Afri &  Feasta in partnership with Irish Seed Savers Association and 
Maynooth University hosted a 'Food For Thought' virtual event 
with contributions from  Clare O'Grady Walshe & Fergal Anderson 
and  live music by 'An Tara' - Tommy Hayes and Matthew Noone.
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From Monoculturalism to Biodiversity 
Similarly, in August a small group 
gathered at Dunshaughlin workhouse 
and famine graveyard to highlight the 
importance of biodiversity and the 
dangers of monoculturalism.  
Interviews with Gráinne Malone and 
Oisín Coghlan (Friends of the Earth) 
pointed to the consequences of 
monoculturism during An Gorta 
Mór and the lessons for today. 

 
In place of our usual event with 
students and teachers from 
Salerno and St. Enda's 
Secondary schools in Galway, 
a small Afri group took part 
in the commemoration of 
6-year old Celia’s death 
from hunger during An 
Gorta Mór, at which a 
short film was made 
featuring  Donnah Vuma, 
Wasekera-Sekerani and 
Donal O’Kelly looking 
at forced migration 
then and now and the 
need to abolish the 
Direct Provision 
system.

 Seeds of Hope: 

Direct Provision 
Celia Griffin

Peace activists, Colm Roddy and 
Dave Donnellan were found 'not 
guilty' following their anti-war 
action at Shannon Airport in May 
2016. Afri is proud to have 
supported Colm and Dave through 
their long 4 and a half year ordeal.

Food For Thought 

Dave & Colm 
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Afri published ‘Interdependence Day 
– Teaching the Sustainable Goals 
through Drama’ by Pete Mullineaux - 
one of our Global Citizens Education 
team; 

Hedge School Interdependence Day! 

Calendar 

Solar lights campaign 

an innovative 
and imaginative 
resource that 
can be used by 
teachers, 
educators, 
drama 
facilitators or 
theatre 
practitioners 
anywhere in 
the world.

12 Steps to a better world is a 
Calendar for 2021 produced 
by Afri – with examples of 
how we can promote 
sustainability and 
biodiversity in our daily lives. 
Available from Afri for €7 
including postage. 

Meanwhile our 
Solar lights 
campaign with our 
partners, 
Development 
Pamoja and Kenya 
Pastoralist 
Journalist network 
continue.

Organised in partnership with 
third-year students from the 
Community and Youth 
Development course in TU Dublin 
Blanchardstown, this year’s online 
virtual Hedge School conference 
was hosted by Liam McGlynn 
looking at issues like racism, 
conflict and sustainability.

Other resources produced  in 
2020 included Lesson Plans ‘as 
gaeilge’ and An Gorta Mór 
and Biodiversity by Nicola 
Winters. 

Lesson Plans 

8 Cabra Road, Dublin 7, D07T1W2
Email: admin@afri.ie
Website: www.afri.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com
/afriireland
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Dates for your Diary

Féile Bríde Conference:
February 6th (online)
Famine Walk:  
May 15th
Annual Hedge School 
November 2021

Afri complies with The Governance Code for the 
Community, Voluntary and Charitable Sector in 
Ireland.

Afri has signed the Dóchas Code of Conduct on 
Images and Messages 

for 2021 

Feile Bride 
One of the few events that 
took place ’in reality’ was 
our annual Feile Bride 
gathering  in Solas Bride; 
entitled ‘Rekindling; 
Revitalising; Rewilding and 
Restoring’-  in which a wide 
range of speakers 
underlined the need for 
urgent action on climate 
change, biodiversity and 
seed sovereignty.


