
 

FAMINE WALK 2019 
“Waltzing on Borrowed Time” 

Saturday, May 18th 2019 
 
Doolough Valley, Co. Mayo 
Registration from 12.00 noon 
€25 per adult participant  
(this includes payment for shuttle bus) 

Proceedings begin at 1pm 

Your sponsorship enables Afri to organize this Famine Walk and a wide range of other work.  
Sponsorship can go towards registration fee.  

Walk Leaders:  
Oisin Coghlan 

Hanny Van Geel 
         &  

Pete St. John 
  

Music  ‘ Waltzing on Borrowed Time’ 
With Imogen Gunner, Emer Lynam 

and Friends  
and featuring local dancers  



INTRODUCTION 
 

In 2019, Afri begins a fourth decade of walking, remembering and expressing solidarity on 
the famine road in the Doolough Valley in County Mayo. Many themes have been explored 
in the previous thirty years of walking. People from all over the world have joined us, rep-
resenting communities and nations who are under the cosh of oppression and injustice, as 
was the case In Ireland in the 1840s.  
 
A common thread amongst walk leaders over the years has been the degree to which they 
and their communities have been affected by violence, weapons, war and climate change. 
For example, Owens Wiwa, brother of the great Ogoni leader, Ken Saro Wiwa, represented 
a people who were dispossessed, brutalised and impoverished by the actions of major oil 
companies and a military dictatorship in Nigeria. Desmond Tutu represented a people who 
lived through institutional racism, imposed and enforced through military might, in South 
Africa.  
 
Maitet Ledesma represented the Philippines, a place that is also no stranger to war and 
oppression. But the Philippines is also a country that is being devastated by the effects of 
climate change, which is the focus of this year’s walk. Climate Change, along with war, pos-
es an existential threat to the very survival of our wonderful planet and all its inhabitants. 
The urgent need to address it cannot be overstated. 
 
We need every individual and every sector of society to take responsibility and to take ac-
tion. Our walk leaders this year provide an inspirational example of the kind of commit-
ment required to tackle this urgent issue. Oisin Coghlan, as Director of Friends of the Earth, 
has been a constant and tireless advocate for radical, practical and urgent action and 
change. Hanny van Geel, through her work with La Via Campesina, champions ‘the right of 
people to healthy and culturally appropriate food, produced through ecologically sound 
and sustainable methods’. 
  
Artists have an especially important role to play in promoting awareness and change. And 
people like Pete St. John have taken on that responsibility.   Pete wrote ‘Waltzing on Bor-
rowed Time’ – outlining the threat of climate change – several years ago and it has been 
performed in many places throughout Ireland and beyond. Inspired by Greta Thunberg and 
the young people around the world, who have taken to the streets, let us organize, cam-
paign, lobby, walk and waltz to save our planet.  
 
In the plaintive words of Pete’s wonderful song: ’when will we learn to show concern for 
our world on borrowed time’? 
 

 - Joe Murray 
 

Cover photo shows Richard Moore ,Lisa Lambe and Fatin al Tamimi leading the 2018 

Famine Walk. Photo credit: Derek Speirs 



BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Oisin Coghlan has been Director of Friends of the Earth since 2005. He is on the steering 
committee of the Environmental Pillar, the advocacy coalition of national environmental 
NGOs, and sits on the National Economic and Social Council (NESC). Before joining Friends 
of the Earth, he worked for 10 years in the areas of overseas aid and human rights. His 
primary degree was Sociology and Political Science in Trinity and he has a Masters in Inter-
national Relations from DCU. He has served a 4 year term on the Royal Irish academy Com-
mittee for Climate Change Sciences.  
 
Hanny Van Geel has lived and worked on a farm for almost 50 years and has been an or-
ganic farmer since 1998. She is a mother of 4 children and has a granddaughter. She’s been 
involved in agrarian, rural youth, and women’s work for many years and was President of 
the Dutch Arable Farmers Association from 2004 to 2009. Hanny has been a member of 
the Coordinating Committee of La Via Campesina Europe since 2012. She’s on the coordi-
nating team of the Dutch Network for Food Sovereignty since 2013 and is a member of the 
coordinating team of Future Farmers Netherlands since 2017. Global justice and (re)
connection with Mother Nature are her spiritual drivers for life and work. 
 
Pete St. John was born and brought up in Dublin, which features in many of his memora-

ble songs such as ‘The Rare Auld Times’ and ‘the Ferryman’. He lived abroad and travelled 

widely in Canada, the Caribbean and the US, where he became deeply involved in both 

peace work  and the Civil Rights movement. Not only has Pete written the classic ‘Fields of 

Athenry’ but he has also campaigned on many important issues including the establish-

ment of a day of national commemoration for An Gorta Mór. The Fields of Athenry has 

become an anthem far and wide and ‘Waltzing on Borrowed Time’ is set to follow suit. 

Afri is a justice, peace and human rights organisation, which was founded in 

1975. Afri’s first ‘Famine Walk’ took place in 1988 with the aim of linking the expe-

rience of Ireland in the 1840s with contemporary issues of famine, hunger, food 

insecurity and human rights abuses.  Since then we have explored many related 

issues such as climate change, food sovereignty and the forced migration of peo-

ple among other themes 

Please help Afri to continue its work by getting sponsorship and taking 

part in this walk.  

Afri wishes to thank members of Louisburgh Futures for their help in organising this 

event. 



INFORMATION 
 

Please assemble in Louisburgh for registration from 12.00 noon.  Shuttle buses will bring 

walkers to start point from 1pm.  A brief ceremony (5 minutes) will take place at the Fam-

ine Memorial in Delphi Lodge before walkers return to Louisburgh.  Please note there is no 

parking available at Delphi Lodge.  The walk is approximately 11 miles and a shuttle car 

will be available along the route if needed. Toilet facilities will be available at the halfway 

point as well as along the lake. 

After the walk, certs will be handed out to walkers in the Function Room in the Derryla-

han, where food will also be available to purchase. This will provide an opportunity to 

meet other walkers and reflect on the day. 

From 9pm we will gather in Teach na na-ól for ceoil agus craic. 

IN THE INTEREST OF HEALTH AND SAFETY, PLEASE WALK ON THE LEFT HAND SIDE OF THE ROAD 

FOR THE DURATION OF THE WALK. 

Afri gratefully acknowledges the support of Irish Aid, Trócaire and Concern. 

Famine Walk CD – An 18-track CD by some of Ireland’s greatest artists - all of whom have performed at 

the Famine Walk – was produced by Afri to mark 30 years of the Famine Walk. This is a fantastic collec-

tion of songs, music and spoken word accompanied by a 32-page booklet full of interesting facts, 

quotes and information. This limited edition CD – which will become a collector’s item -  is available 

from Afri and will be on sale at the Famine Walk. Be sure to get your copy!  

 
 Afri,  

 8 Cabra Road,  
 Phibsborough,Dublin 7. 
 Telephone 01-8384204  
 email: admin@afri.ie   
 Website: www. afri.ie  

 http://www.facebook.com/afriireland  
 Twitter: @afripeace 

Food for Thought – This event, organised by Feasta in association with Afri as part of the Famine 

Walk week-end, will take place in GMIT, Castlebar on Friday, May 17th , beginning at 11am. For more 

information and to register go to: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/food-for-thoughtlon-intinne-friday-

may-17-2019-tickets-60198678869  

mailto:admin@afri.ie
http://www.facebook.com/afriireland
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/food-for-thoughtlon-intinne-friday-may-17-2019-tickets-60198678869
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/food-for-thoughtlon-intinne-friday-may-17-2019-tickets-60198678869


FAMINE WALK 2019 

Thank you for supporting Afri’s work for justice and peace. 

Please return to Afri, 8 Cabra Road, Phibsborough, Dublin 7, D07 T1W2 



 

Waltzing on Borrowed Time by Pete St. John 

 

When all the world was green and free and nature knew no fear 

When oceans were our saving grace and our rivers all ran clear 

When forests were the air’s best friend and virgin snows sublime 

Before man called a different tune and we waltzed on borrowed time 

Chorus 

We go waltzing, waltzing, waltzing on borrowed time 

When will we learn to show concern for our world on borrowed time 

 

In daily death, rain forests fall to the world’s consumer greed 

And greenhouse gas it violates the ozone shield we need 

Our fires and floods the climate change, they say has now begun,  

To be our grim, sad legacy for our children yet to come 

 

Chorus 

Across the world in every land, let a new awareness grow 

That nations must protect the earth  

As the seeds of hope we sow 

A hope, a dream, a way of life when man and nature rhyme 

And creatures of the earth won’t need to waltz on borrowed time 

Chorus 

Written in 2000 


