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Pulling the strings: New Afri Board member, Emer Lynam, plays the harp at Famine Walk 2018.

Welcome to this edition of Peacemaker,

outlining some of the many activities, events and campaigns
of yet another busy year.

The work continued in 2018 – using every
opportunity to raise awareness, to inform, to
resist, to urge action, to break our addiction to
fossil fuels and war. The inevitable and tragic
displacement of peoples which they bring about,
the plight of refugees and those living in the
limbo of Direct Provision, were connecting
threads in our Famine Walk, Féile Bríde, Hedge
School and other events throughout the year.

And it is always good to note the successes, of
which there were many, especially in relation to
the issue of fossil fuels and climate change. Our
sister organisation and supporter over many
years, Trócaire, deserve special credit for their
work with students in achieving a commitment
from three Universities – Trinity College Dublin,
NUI Galway and Queens in Belfast – to divest
from fossil fuels. Not only that, but they were also
instrumental in ensuring that a bill passed
through the Dáil in July, with all-party support,
committing the State to sell off its investments in
all fossil-fuel companies.

Looking further afield, the town of Babcock Ridge
in Florida, which is built on abandoned mining
land, has become the first in the USA to be
completely powered by solar panels.

These are the kind of practical steps and
solutions that we need to see increasingly in the
coming years as we finally wake up to the
urgency of the challenges facing our world. On
the subject of solutions, we were delighted to
host Nicola Peel, who describes herself as a
‘solutionologist’. She works with communities in
the Amazon, helping with agro-forestry, clean
water systems and cleaning up the mess created
by the big oil companies. Perhaps we all need to
become ‘solutionoligists’ in the years ahead.
Give a gift of a solar light to a family in Kenya contact Afri at details on back page.

Thank you for your continuing support for
Afri’s work throughout 2018.
1

Peacemaker

Féile Bríde speakers:

Kirby, Hanny van Geel, Sunny Jacobs, John Maguire with Joe Murray in Solus Bhride.

Féile Bríde

Afri’s 2018 Féile Bríde was a rich and full day
with diverse and stimulating contributions from
Peader Kirby, Professor Emeritus at UL; John
Maguire, Professor Emeritus at UCC; Hanny Van
Geel, La Via Campesina, and Rose Hogan of
Trócaire, as well as the inimitable Sunny Jacobs
and Peter Pringle. We also had deeply moving
music and words from Mabel, living in the limbo
of direct Provision in Sligo.
There were remarkable presentations on the day
– too much to be included in this newsletter –but
you can get a flavour of proceedings from RoJ
Whelan’s excellent short film on our Youtube
channel. This quote from death row survivor
Sunny Jacobs is an extraordinary insight into an
inspirational person and gives a sense of the day.
“It was in that very place, (on death row) when I
felt the most hopeless, that I realized that I still
had a choice, that I didn’t have to see it the way
they saw it, that I was locked up, prisoner,
waiting for them to take my life. In fact, while I
still was living and breathing, I still was in
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charge of my life. I might not be in charge of my
circumstances, but my life still belonged to me,
and I could still choose what I wanted to do with
it, and how I would live it.
“There’s a freedom that only you can give to
yourself, and that’s the most important freedom
of all. So, I decided that, instead of seeing myself
as a prisoner and a victim, waiting for my life to
be taken, it was an opportunity for me to do my
spiritual work.
“And so I actually found a freedom that I never
knew before while I was sentenced to death,
while they had supposedly taken my freedom
away.
“Freedom is a gift that you give yourself, and you
can free yourself from your past and from your
circumstances. Not that you can change them,
but you can change how you behave within those
circumstances. And the main thing that I taught
[my children and grandchildren] is that no-one
can take away our freedom to love one another.”

Maynooth. Photo: Joe Murray.

HEDGE SCHOOL

“It was absolutely brilliant” was one of
the comments made by a student
participant in the 2018 Hedge School.
The
event
took
place
in
IT
Blanchardstown for the 6th year in
succession under the title ‘it is right to
fight for human rights’. We had
inspirational
presentations
from
Emmet Sheerin of Trócaire, actor and
activist
Donal
O’Kelly
and
representatives
of
the
Rohingya
people.
Emmet showed a short film and spoke
about the extraordinary student-led
‘Divest’ campaign, which resulted in
three Universities, Trinity, NUI Galway
and Queens in Belfast committing to
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divesting in fossil fuels; Donal O’Kelly
outlined the history and context of the
forced migration of people, and the
Rohingya speakers told the horrific
story of what has happened to them at
the hands of the Burmese military.
There
was
also
great
student
participation,
as
usual,
with
wonderfully creative drama pieces and
powerful music and poetry.
Altogether a highly successful Hedge
School, summed up by another student
who said: “A fantastic event. Hope the
Afri Hedge School continues for many
more years to come. It is Invaluable”.
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REFLECTIONS AND SOLIDARITY AT AFRI FAMINE WALK

The fate of people in famine situations and
other disasters linked to injustice and
oppression was highlighted and reflected on
at events in Co Mayo organised by Afri on

during the 1948 Palestine war. Fatin spoke
about the current suffering of the people of
Gaza and her personal desire to be reunited
with her sister who is living there.

Doolough to Louisburgh is an annual
commemoration of the Irish Famine. This
relates to Afri’s focus on the promotion of
global justice and peace, and the reduction
of poverty.

Before we departed for Delphi Lodge, Lisa
Lambe sang a beautiful and moving song,
‘Shelter’, which she had written specially for
the occasion.

Afri recalls the dead and displaced of the
Great Hunger – and all those facing the
same avoidable cruelties in today’s world.
The Famine Walk leaders who were selected
to represent the spirit of resistance and
transformation addressed the walkers in a
packed Louisburgh Hall before the walk.
They included Richard Moore, who was
blinded as a 10-year-old child by a rubber
bullet fired by a British soldier in Derry
during the Troubles. Richard was inspired
by his own experience and by Afri’s work to
found the charity ‘Children in Crossfire’.
Another 2018 walk leader was Fatin Al
Tamimi,
Chairperson
of
the
Ireland-Palestine Solidarity Campaign. This
year is the 70th anniversary of the Nakba,
when more than 700,000 Palestinian Arabs
fled or were expelled from their homes
Walk Leaders Richard Moore, Lisa Lambe and Fatin al
Tamimi on the road in Mayo.
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At Delphi Lodge the walkers were addressed
by Joe Murray of Afri and by the Manager of
Delphi
Lodge,
Michael
Wade,
who
welcomed everyone. After a tree-planting
ceremony, singer Lisa Lambe gave a
haunting rendition of the song ‘The West’s
Awake’ before the walkers started on their
journey through the stunningly scenic
Doolough Valley and on to Louisburgh. Like
the 1849 walkers, not all the 2018 walkers,
including myself, could manage the full
journey. However, unlike the walkers in
1849, those who needed it received
transport for the later section of the journey
to Louisburgh.
This is an excerpt from a report written by
Liam Murtagh, who is involved in Transition
Monaghan.
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NICOLA PEEL:
Nicola Peel in the Amazon

‘I had to be part of the solution’.
nation-wide tour in August this year.
Nicola
is
an
award
winning
environmentalist, filmmaker, speaker and
Ecuadorian Amazon in 2000, not realizing
what was happening in terms of the
devastation being caused by pollution as a
result of ‘some of the worst oil spills on the
planet’.
“I felt that I had been responsible... I’d
driven, I’d flown and therefore I also
needed to be part of the solution. I felt I
couldn’t just walk away from the people. I
needed to help. I had to be part of the
solution.”
So Nicola began working with the local
community on projects such as clean water
systems and agro-forestry and, most
importantly, to tackle the perpetrators of
the crimes, Chevron and Texaco.

But of course we need to tackle climate
change here as well. On one hand the
Government keeps talking about climate
change and fossil fuels and on the other
hand they do nothing. “We all know – even
the oil companies – that the elephant in
the room is climate change, but we all just
carry on as normal. What is it going to take
for us to decide that it’s time to wake up,
time to change, time for decisive action?

“It’s like as if this dragon that we’ve
dragged up out of the ground is dying and
it just roars and roars: the constant sound
of petroleum. But we know that the dragon
is in its death throes. The oil companies
know that they are responsible for climate
change but they are not even prepared to
talk about it. But we must force their hand
by cutting off demand, by supporting
movements such as the ‘Divest Campaign’.

Peacemaker

Trinity College Divests

Trinity College Dublin decided to sell off all of its investments in companies whose primary
business is extraction of fossil fuels. It is the first university on the island of Ireland to

individuals worldwide who have pledged to divest fossil fuels as part of the global
including banks, pension funds, insurance companies and institutes in the health, education,
philanthropy and faith sectors. Together they represent $5 trillion in assets.
NUI Galway and Queens, Belfast have also announced that they will end all investments in
fossil fuel companies.
fossil fuel companies, after a bill was passed with all-party support in An Dáil in July 2018.
gas and peat “as soon as is practicable”, which is expected to mean within five years.
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Money for Housing, not for PESCO – Afri at the ‘Raise the Roof’ protest

Jimmy’s Hall

As part of the extended run of Jimmy’s Hall
in the Abbey theatre, Donal O’Kelly
organised an event called ‘Jimmy’s Hall
Today assembly’, which Afri was proud to
support. The event was organised to draw
parallels between the story of Leitrim
farmer Jimmy Gralton – the only Irishman
ever officially deported from his own
country – and asylum-seekers facing
deportation today.

Ken Loach, who directed the film version of
‘Jimmy’s Hall’, sent a message to the
Assembly, in which he said, ‘if Jimmy
Gralton were alive today, he would be
shouting from the rooftops about the unjust
treatment of those coming to Europe and
Ireland seeking safe refuge’.
In an almost incredible twist of fate, a
Pakistani nurse, Vekash Khokhar, one of the

performers at the event, had to leave the
stage of the Abbey and go straight to Dublin
airport to fly back to Pakistan on foot of a
deportation order. While living in the Direct
Provision Centre in Longford, Vekash, an
intensive-care nurse, volunteered with his
expertise in a nursing home in Longford,
five days a week.
UCD Lecturer, Anne Mulhall said the
number of deportations rose sharply in
August: ‘There’s always an increase in
August because it’s when solicitors take
their holidays. Deportations increase
because people can’t get hold of their
solicitors.” Dr Mulhall said that changes to
the State’s deportation policies since the
introduction of the International Protection
Act in 2016 ensure that deportations
happen a lot more quietly.
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Famine Walk CD:
Music
from a
Dark
Lake

Buy our Famine Walk CD ‘Music From A Dark Lake’!
An 18 track CD by some of Ireland’s greatest artists – all
of whom have performed at the Famine Walk – has been
extraordinary collection of songs, music and spoken
interesting facts, quotes and information. Be sure to get
your copy!

Lisa Patten, who had worked for 7 years and
volunteered for 2 years with Afri, took up a new job in
September 2018. Lisa made an enormous contribution
to Afri over the years and is sorely missed by all who
knew her. We wish her well in her new job and look
forward to our paths crossing in the future. Lisa’s place
has been taken by Larysa Karankovich – we extend a
warm welcome to Larysa and hope she will enjoy many
years working with Afri.

Funding and support

Changes in the availability of funding has necessitated
much work by staff and a sub-committee of the Board to
enable Afri’s range of work to continue. As a result, individual support has never been as important. However Afri
is fortunate to also have a range of volunteers, artists,
musicians and other supporters who underpin and engage
with the work in often amazing ways. Afri gratefully
acknowledges Trócaire, Concern, Irish Quakers Faith in
Action and Christian Aid as well as our many friends and
supporters, in particular St. Patrick’s Kiltegan, the Jesuits,
the Brigidines and the Spiritans.

Afri's new home

Finally, Afri has a new office since October of this
year. After 17 years in Phibsborough Road, courtesy
of Rob and Carmel Fairmichael, we’ve now moved
to number 8 Cabra Road, where we are very
pleased with the location, facilities and ethos. Our
new landline number is
and other
contact details are unchanged.

Dates for your Diary
Féile Bríde: Feb 9th 2019
Famine Walk: May 18th 2019

Afri complies with The Governance Code for the Community, Voluntary and
Charitable Sector in Ireland.

8 Cabra Road, Dublin 7, D07T1W2
Telephone: 01 8384204
Email: admin@afri.ie
Website: www.afri.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/afriireland
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Hedge School: Autumn 2019

