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Congratulations! Joe Murray presents a bouquet of ﬂowers to Susan Manning (mother
of Chelsea) at an event in the Teachers' Club to celebrate the release from prison of
courageous whistleblower Chelsea Manning. Photo: Derek Speirs.

Canadian Premier
Nuclear Weapons Treaty Adopted
7 Speech by Donnah Vuma at the
2017 Famine Walk

What’s another year ?
Congratulations and celebrations are not everyday
occurrences in the area of work with which Afri is
engaged! Yet, in this edition of Peacemaker we have
three victories to celebrate. We celebrate the
release of brave whistleblower Chelsea Manning
for whom we had campaigned and who was
released from a 35 year prison sentence in May.
Secondly, a ban on Fracking in the Republic of
Ireland was achieved, largely due to the great work
of the campaign group Love Leitrim in June, and
thirdly, mainly as a result of the work of the International Campaign to ban Nuclear Weapons
(ICAN), of which Afri is a member, the United
Nations formally adopted a treaty banning nuclear
weapons, in July.
Needless to say, more work needs to be done in all
of these areas but nevertheless these are significant
milestones and we must take encouragement from
the fact that people power works and apply the
lessons to current campaigns in relation to Direct
Provision and CETA, for example. You can read
more about these in the pages within.
Our campaigning, our education and our awareness raising continued with some remarkable
stories and inspirational people. One such inspirational person was Donnah Vuma, whose speech at
the Famine Walk you can read within. There was
also a remarkable moment at our Hedge School

when Michael Doorly explained that the first action
taken by Concern, when it was founded, was to
send a ship full of food and supplies to support the
people caught up in the Biafran war. When he
finished speaking a man called Philip stood up and
said he was a child caught up in that war and that
he had benefited from the supplies sent on that
ship.
In addition, as part of our work to combat climate
change, we were able to supply over a hundred
solar lights to children and families in Kenya
through our partners, the Kenya Pastoralist
Network and Development Pamoja. We hope to
exceed that in the year ahead.
Finally, we want to take
this opportunity to thank
all of you for your kind
support and to assure
you that without your
backing we could not
continue to do this
important work.
Go raibh mile
agaibh go léir.

Solar
Let there be Light…

maith

Martha Cherotich Kemei with an
Afri Solar Light.
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Rita Minehan, Joe Murray, Kathy Kelly and Alastair McIntosh at Féile Bríde. Photo: Dave Donnellan.

Féile Bríde

It would be difficult to find anyone more deeply
committed to peace and non-violence than Kathy
Kelly, founder member of Voices for Creative
Non-Violence. Kathy’s extraordinary, life-long commitment to peace and opposition to war has seen
her arrested more than sixty times and imprisoned
almost as often. Other speakers included Colm
Roddy and Dave Donnellan, currently before the
Courts because of their anti-war activity in Shannon Airport. Dave highlighted the irony of the fact
that the State allows war planes and war criminals
to pass through Shannon on a daily basis but when
someone, like he and Colm take action on behalf of
peace the judiciary intervenes and attempts to

criminalise the peace-maker. Colm Roddy
explained that his anti-war plane action in Shannon was faith-based, taking seriously the command
of Jesus to “love your neighbour. I see my neighbour as Iraqis, Afghanis, Yemenis and all people
everywhere.”
Alastair MacIntosh, the Scottish writer, academic
and activist, author of the ground breaking Soil and
Soul also spoke.
Finally, Patricia, who is currently in the Direct
Provision system spoke about its dehumanising
effect: “You cannot decide what you eat; you can’t
cook; you can’t easily have friends over; conditions
are overcrowded and you receive €19.10 per week
to live on.”

Just A Second! – 2016/2017
Students from Beneavin College in Finglas, Dublin
were given a tour of the Dunshaughlin Famine
Graveyard and Workhouse and were given a sense
of what the experience of the people of that time
may have been like. One of the speakers was Danny
Cusack who subsequently authored an educational
book for Afri, linking An Gorta Mór with contemporary, global South issues.

of this memorial park. Sadly, Mark died last year,
Ar Dheis Dé a raibh ar a anam dilis. Following the
walk Afri adjourned to the Galway Bay hotel for a
seminar with Salerno Secondary School and
Coláiste Éinde both of whom took part in our ‘Just
a Second’ programme.

Afterwards the students were privileged to hear
Kathy Kelly sharing her amazing experiences of a
lifetime working for justice and peace. Pete
Mullineaux then hosted a consciousness raising
workshop where, among other things, the students
were asked to demonstrate all the good things the
world has to offer.
Our school’s networking day in Galway began, as
usual, with a walk to the Celia Griffin Memorial
park, which remembers Celia, a young girl who
died during the famine as a result of “lack of the
basic necessities of life”. Local man – Mark Kennedy –was the driving force behind the establishment
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Photo shows Beneavin students with (at front, from left to right) Moya Roddy,
Margaret Flannery, Kathy Kelly, Máirtín MacMaolain, Pete Mullineaux, Lydia
McCarthy and Joe Murray. Photo: RoJ Whelan.
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Creating Alternative Food Futures:
Food Sovereignty in Ireland and Beyond
Afri joined Maynooth University in an event to
mark the International Day of Peasant Struggle – a
day to recognize and acknowledge the difficulties
faced by diverse food producers in a world where
one-tenth of humanity experiences hunger. It was
an opportunity to discuss and debate how to create
alternative food futures in Ireland and beyond. At
issue was finding ways for urban and rural dwellers, peasants, landless people, small-scale farmers,
and coastal communities to work towards supporting and empowering food producers and consumers alike to build a sustainable, democratic, and
just food system. During this one-day event under
the title ‘Resist, Transform and Build’ attendees
were invited to contribute and share their experiences about creating alternative food futures.
A follow-up to this very successful event will take
place in Maynooth University on April 13th and
14th 2018.

Organiser Alistair Fraser of the Geography Department in Maynooth
University (left) with Dr Chiara Tornaghi from Coventry University in
the UK (middle), and Hanny Van Geel from La Via Campesina Europe
(right) both keynote speakers at the Food Sovereignty event in
Maynooth. Photo: Joe Murray.

From Hunger and War…to a Home and a Welcome?
On 20th May 2017 a couple of hundred people set
out on the 11 mile walk from Doolough/Delphi
Lodge for Louisburgh in bright, early summer
weather, and it remained dry and bright. They had
earlier heard Joe Murray, Danny Cusack and
Donnah Vuma speak, and Joe Black sing. The
theme, of this the 30th annual walk, was not just
the commemoration involved in the Famine Walk
but the inhumanity of the Direct Provision system
for asylum seekers in Ireland today which treats
people not as human beings but as numbers. A tree
was planted in Delphi Lodge which again
welcomed walkers, a stunning contrast to 1849.

The Famine Walk is about highlighting the needs of
people. It is about remembering those who died in
terrible circumstances because their needs went
unmet. It is about extrapolating from that situation
to ask what needs are unmet today in Ireland and
elsewhere. Ultimately it is about a belief in humanity and its ability to rise above the restrictions which
the powerful would invoke through the system,
and in the possibility and necessity of building
amore just and compassionate world.
There is a long walk ahead yet.
The Afri famine walk was featured on the popular
BBC Radio 4 programme ‘Ramblings’ and is available on the Radio 4 website or via www.afri.ie .

Danny Cusack, Susan Manning and Donnah Vuma lead the
2017 Famine Walk from Delphi to Louisburgh. Photo:
Derek Speirs.
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Chelsea Manning's mother, Susan (left) and activist Jenny Bove, light candles in memory of Gerry Conlon and Kevin Fox (Chelsea's uncle). Photo: Derek Speirs.

Remembering; Celebrating; Solidarity
On the day after the Famine Walk, friends and supporters of Chelsea Manning gathered in the Teacher’s
Club to celebrate Chelsea’s release from prison. It was a joyous celebration with great music provided by
‘The Manning Street Preachers’ in the presence of Chelsea’s mother Susan and Jenny Bove who was one
of the driving forces in the campaign for Chelsea’s release. There was an excellent talk given by Harry
Browne and we were joined on screen from Australia by Ciaron O’Reilly, another major player in the
campaign for Chelsea’s release.

Statement from Chelsea’s Welsh family:
The Welsh-Irish family of imprisoned whistleblower Chelsea Manning has issued the following
statement in response to the announcement that
President Obama has commuted Manning’s
sentence.
“We are all overjoyed that Chelsea will soon be
free.”
Chelsea exposed wrongdoing and was punished
for being a whistleblower. We regret that it has
taken so long for President Obama to commute
the sentence and are outraged that Chelsea has
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been forced to endure such abusive treatment in
prison. We agree with the UN Special Rapporteur
Juan Mendez that some of this abuse amounted to
torture.
We sincerely hope that Chelsea will now be able to
get on with the rest of her life and that she finds
happiness and fulfilment in whatever she chooses
to do. There will always be a welcome for her here
in Wales.
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Victory! Members of Love Leitrim celebrate the banning of fracking in the Republic of Ireland outside the Dáil. They were joined by people
from the Rossport community who had resisted Shell, members of Afri and others. Fracking in Northern Ireland is not banned however,
and the fight to achieve this will continue. Photo: Derek Speirs.

Fracking Banned in Republic of Ireland
Afri warmly welcomed the completion of the Bill to ban fracking which passed all stages in the Dáil in
June, describing it as ‘a victory for people power and for community resistance’. Afri congratulated Love
Leitrim, especially which led this persistent, determined and successful campaign. We must now seek to
achieve the same outcome, North of the border.
We also paid tribute to the community in Rossport for the part they played in this success as it was John
Monaghan who first alerted the community in Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim, to the dangers of fracking
and who urged the community to organise and resist.

The Water Protectors

Chas Jewett, from the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, and Standing
Rock Water protector, spoke in the Teacher’s Club on Monday
26th June 2017 at an event supported by Afri, Comhlamh, Feasta
and Friends of the Earth. This public meeting was part of a tour
around Ireland visiting Cork, Galway, Cloughjordan, Leitrim and
Dublin. Chas is a tribal organiser who lives in Rapid City, South
Dakota, and aims to encourage people to engage and mobilise.
Since 2016 the Standing Rock Reservation has been the scene of a
protest against the Dakota Access Pipeline which aims to bring oil
from Canada into the US through Native American lands over
fears of contamination of drinking water supplies. The existing
Keystone 1 pipeline has leaked 26 times. Chas spoke about the
legacy issues of the 19th century treaties between the U.S. government and the First Nations people. In 1873 General Custer found
gold in the Black Hills which led to people being moved – without
compensation – and separated into various different reservations,
one of which is the Standing rock reservation.
Chas Jewett was in Ireland, courtesy of Dr Mark Garavan, Feasta,
to speak at “A Thinkery on Water, Anti-Privatisation Struggles and
the Commons” in University College, Cork.
Chas Jewett, from the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe,
and Standing Rock Water protector, in Dublin.
Photo: Derek Speirs.
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Afri joined groups like Comhlamh and Stop CETA Alliance Ireland to oppose the introduction of the EU-Canadian
CETA (Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement). Photo: Derek Speirs.

CETA: Protest During Visit of Canadian Premier

A protest took place outside Government Buildings to coincide with the visit of Canadian Premier Trudeau. The protest was in
opposition to the proposed EU Canadian Comprehensive and Economic Trade Agreement and to call for the rejection of the
deal by the Irish Government. The protest was organised by Comhlamh and supported by Afri and participants expressed as
to how CETA will compromise laws which protect health, the environment, and the rule of law in the EU.

Participants also urged the Government to hold off on any vote to ratify the deal until the European Court of Justice examines
the legality of CETA under EU law. Protestors are particularly alarmed by the notorious Investment Arbitration System,
included in the deal, which allows foreign big business to sue Governments when their actions impact on their profitability.

Nuclear Weapons Treaty Adopted
Afri is a member of the International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), a global coalition working to mobilize people in all countries to
inspire, persuade and pressure their governments
to prohibit nuclear weapons.
After a decade-long effort by ICAN and 72 years
after their invention, on the 7th July 2017 states
at the United Nations formally adopted a treaty
which categorically prohibits nuclear weapons.
Until now, nuclear weapons were the only weapons of mass destruction without a prohibition
treaty, despite the widespread and catastrophic
humanitarian consequences of their intentional or
accidental detonation. Biological weapons were
banned in 1972 and chemical weapons in 1992.
On adoption of the treaty, ICAN Executive Director
Beatrice Fihn said:
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“We hope that today marks the beginning of the
end of the nuclear age. It is beyond question that
nuclear weapons violate the laws of war and pose
a clear danger to global security. No one believes
that indiscriminately killing millions of civilians is
acceptable – no matter the circumstance – yet that
is what nuclear weapons are designed to do.
Today the international community rejected
nuclear weapons and made it clear they are
unacceptable.
It is time for leaders around the world to match
their values and words with action by signing and
ratifying this treaty as a first step towards eliminating nuclear weapons.”
ICAN had worked closely with governments on
this process since 2010, and campaigns in about
100 countries to ensure that this treaty becomes a
reality.
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Donnah Vuma, living in direct provision in Limerick, linked the experience of forced migration during An Gorta Mór with those being forced
from their homes as a result of war and climate change today. Photo: Derek Speirs.

Speech by Donnah Vuma at the 2017 Famine Walk
“I feel humbled and yet honoured to be here today. I
have found it a challenge to say a few words, I actually
wanted to say no without giving this a thought, but
remembered those that have walked this path before,
the people that sacrificed their lives to seek relief for
the masses of their village, they did not second guess
themselves they took the challenge with swiftness, in
the worst of weather and on empty stomachs with
nothing but the will to survive.

to one. It is not acceptable to have safety yet to live in
constant fear and uncertainty of your future. It is painful to live a life in limbo, not to be able to prepare a
meal for your children, to be denied the right to work
to be able to provide even the bare necessities for your
family… to have your dignity taken away and to be
restricted from contributing positively to a society or
community that has welcomed you and shown you
love.

Thank you to Action from Ireland (Afri) for finding a
way of awakening the world at large, to spare time and
resources to commemorate this event. In whatever part
of the world we may be, we need to remember those
that are treated with injustice and inequality for the
sake of their political opinions, religion, race and
gender. We also need to remember the thousands of
families — including infants and the elderly fleeing
war and violence in Syria who have to walk more than
1,400 miles to get to Serbia’s border with Hungary in
the hope of finding peace and a future. Above all, we
need to remember those that sacrificed their lives
fleeing on coffin ships or those who were condemned
to workhouses during the great Irish Famine (An Gorta
Mór).

Till this day, I pray for a better way. I can’t help but
feel hopeless and heartbroken. In my heart, surrounded by masses of people, often in the same predicament,
I feel all alone. I close my eyes and picture home. I
can’t help but wonder and ask the questions: Is Direct
Provision doing enough to address the needs of asylum
seekers? Whom is the new International Protection Act
intended to protect? Need this country of plenty
witness yet another catastrophe? How many more
people under Direct Provision should we see lose their
sanity or spiral down into chronic illnesses before we
say enough is enough?

People fleeing their homes, whether during the famine
in Ireland or the war in Syria have brought to mind the
words of poet Warson Shire “No one leaves home
unless home is the mouth of a shark”. Indeed, amongst
us are those that I am here to represent, they have
travelled from countries afar to seek refuge among us.
No one puts their children on a boat unless the water is
safer than the land. I stand in deep solidarity and
respect with those that have made such courageous
journeys in the past, present and unfortunately in the
future, in the hopes of finding safety.
Unfortunately, Ireland has delegated the questionable
system of Direct Provision to take care of those seeking
Asylum. Seeking asylum is by no means criminal, no
one should be punished nor condemned for seeking
asylum in another country, no one should serve what
seems to be an unending sentence for a crime unknown

I am proud and inspired to be an Afri Famine co-walker
with you all today, let us all continue to carry the torch
for the whole world to see. Margaret Mead once said,
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only
thing that ever has.” This walk you are ready to embark
on will someday change the world.
Last, but by no means least, I would like you to remember what H. E. Luccock said, “No one can whistle a
symphony. It takes a whole Orchestra to play it”. It will
take each one of us and each step we take to make this
happen, to make the world see the need. Thank you
Afri for making this day happen each year. I wish you
strength and motivation as we walk this journey.”
Donnah is originally from Zimbabwe but has been
living in Ireland since 2014 in the direct provision
system while awaiting a decision on her asylum application.
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Famine Walk CD:
Music from a
Dark Lake

Buy our Famine Walk CD ‘Music From A Dark Lake’!
An 18 track CD by some of Ireland’s greatest artists –
all of whom have performed at the Famine Walk – has
been produced by Afri to mark the 30th Walk. This is
an extraordinary collection of songs, music and spoken
word accompanied by a 32 page booklet brimming
with interesting facts, quotes and information. Be sure
to get your copy!

In September Joe Murray was presented with an
award in recognition of his 20 years' membership
of the Children in Crossfire board at a major event
to mark the 20th anniversary of the organisation
in Derry. He is pictured here with the Dalai Lama
and Children in Crossfire founder Richard Moore.
Photo: Children in Crossfire.

Funding and support

Changes in the availability of funding has necessitated
much work by staff and a sub-committee of the Board to
enable Afri’s range of work to continue. As a result, individual support has never been as important. However Afri
is fortunate to also have a range of volunteers, artists,
musicians and other supporters who underpin and engage
with the work in often amazing ways. Afri gratefully
acknowledges Trócaire, Concern, Irish Quakers Faith in
Action and Christian Aid as well as our many friends and
supporters, in particular St. Patrick’s Kiltegan, the Jesuits,
the Brigidines and the Spiritans.

Afri complies with The Governance Code for the Community, Voluntary and
Charitable Sector in Ireland.

Afri has signed the Dóchas Code of Conduct on Images and Messages

134, Phibsborough Road, Phibsborough, Dublin 7
Telephone: 01 8827563 /8827581
Email: admin@afri.ie
Website: www.afri.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/afriireland
Twitter: @afripeace
YouTube Channel: afriireland

Dates for your Diary
Féile Bríde: 3rd February 2018
‘Just A Second!’ Teacher Training
(for secondary school teachers):
26th February 2018
Afri/Maynooth University Food
Sovereignty Event: 13th/14th
April 2018
Famine Walk: 19th May 2018
Hedge School: Autumn 2018

