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Let there be Light…
In the midst of the darkness
of war, the deadly effects of
climate change and the
forced migration of people
on a scale rarely seen
before, we urgently need to
spread light, however and
wherever possible!

Afri has been constant in
opposing war and the
industry that has grown up
around
it.
We
work
Mulki Banhawas smiles as she
through education and
receives her solar lamp
campaigning
to promote peace and to find ways to tackle climate
change. We have also provided opportunities in our
work to hear the voices and the stories of those who
have been forced to leave their homes as refugees –
very often as a result of war and climate change.
In addition, Afri offers the practical gift of solar
light to families in Kenya, enabling school children
to study at night and midwives do their life-saving
work, in a country where education and healthcare
are so vital to both children and their parents.
These simple but extraordinary solar lights transform
people’s lives. They’re purchased in Kenya by Afri’s
partner, the Kenya Pastoralist Journalist Network, and
distributed to communities where the sunlight needed
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to power them is guaranteed every day.
Hasna Muktar, a local midwife, says that her solar
lamp has transformed her work: “I charge the lamp
during the day and start using it at night. I have used
the solar lamp given to me to attend to 185 births in
Sankuri village. We used to worry about the cost of the
kerosene and the damage caused to small babies’ lungs
by its fumes, but now clean and safe light is available
all the time.”
Hasna, who provides education and training for
expectant mothers and mothers with newborn babies,
says that before having the solar lights midwives were
often attacked by snakes or hyenas when going to
deliver babies in the night-time.
Abjata Khalif, founder and Director of the Kenya
Pastoralist Journalist Network, adds that the solar
lamps used by children to study after daylight
hours have generated a noticeable improvement in
their learning.
Let us continue to let the light shine for our friends in
Northern Kenya who face so many challenges, including conflict and climate change, with such courage
and determination and who really need our support.
Let’s prove that, after all, there IS something new
under the sun…. if you’d like to help, contact Afri for
more details
Joe Murray
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Peacemaker

Damien Dempsey (centre) leads the walk from the Garden of Remembrance to Glasnevin cemetery organised as part of the
Afri-Choctaw Famine Landscape Project. Photo by Derek Speirs

FOOD AND FAMINE
The weather was kind in 2016 when the theme for the
Doolough to Louisburgh walk was ‘Memory, Solidarity,
Sovereignty’. This saw inspirational talks given by walk
leaders Rafeef Ziadah (Palestinian activist and poet who
performed her amazing piece ‘We teach life, Sir’),
Cathryn O’Reilly (Anti-Apartheid Dunnes Stores Striker)
and Clare O’Grady Walshe (Food Sovereignty expert).
The day was completed with a brilliant concert by
Máirtín O’ Connor and family. 2017 will mark 3 decades
of the Doolough walk and a video is available on the Afri
website about the walk, and a CD will be launched of
music which has been associated with it .

Food Sovereignty Assembly

For the last three years, Afri has organised a Food Sovereignty Assembly in Westport on the eve of the Doolough
Famine Walk. This year it explored what practical steps
are necessary to implement the ideas of the Food Sovereignty Proclamation, which was agreed and launched in
2015. Discussion included how we can accelerate the
transition to a low carbon, fair and resilient society. This
event is an important contemporary link to famine
commemoration

2 Focus

Famine Landscape Project

It has been a busy year for this project which
commemorates An Gorta Mór in new ways and
different localities. As with all such activities by
Afri, the focus aims to be outward looking and
analytical as well as remembering those who
suffered and died, and themes included inter-generational trauma (Dunfanaghy-Falcarragh) and
“Gan Bia, Gan Béal, Gan Ainm” - Without Food,
Without Voice, Without Name (Dublin) with other
events in Derry and Drumshanbo. The Dublin walk
proceeded from the Garden of Remembrance at
Parnell Square. The walk leader was Damien
Dempsey and included was a talk by Michael
Doorley of Concern at Glasnevin Cemetery. This
project was coordinated by Waylon Gary White
Deer.

Michael Doorley of Concern Worldwide speaking at
the mass famine grave in Glasnevin cemetery.
Photo by Derek Speirs

Hedge School and Féile Bríde
At Afri’s annual hedge school, Irish Times journalist,
Sorcha Pollak, who lived and worked in the area in Latin
America where Casement investigated atrocities carried
out by the Peruvian Amazon Company, opened proceedings with a powerful talk on Roger Casement. Casement
was a great internationalist and humanitarian as well as
a leader of the 1916 Rising. Afri board member, John
Maguire, further explored Casement’s work in the
context of his deepening awareness of the evils of Empire
and of its implications for his beloved country and
characterised him as an ideal symbol for today.

a litany of positive actions which people are doing in
their daily lives to tackle climate change and care for the
planet. All of the inputs were interwoven with the beautiful music of Imogen and Hajjime.

Protesting the bombing of Syria at the Russian Embassy
Photo: Tatiana Turchina

Other speakers included Kay Mulhall and the highlight of
the day Miriam, a former asylum-seeker from Uganda.
Miriam spoke about the gruelling circumstances of her
life in Uganda before being forced to flee her country and
seek refuge in Ireland. Here she experienced the Direct
Provision system which poured salt in the wounds of her
previous suffering.
ITB students made a tremendous contribution to the day
in terms of both organisation and input. They interwove
workshops, music and the writing of a global Proclamation into the fabric of the day. Special thanks to Liam
McGlynn for his support, collaboration and enthusiasm.

Féile Bríde

Féile Bríde this year looked at ‘A Time of Opportunity’ in
relation to climate change and heard directly from inspirational speakers, including some in their teens, on
initiatives which they are involved in to overcome the
threat of global warming. “Live your way into new kinds
of thinking” was a message from the Féile. The Feile had
the usual rich combination of inspirational speakers –
Oisin Coghlan and Alan Matthews were excellent but
even they were overshadowed by Transition Year
students Keziah and Ruairí, whose presentation showed
their insight, awareness, commitment and compassion a sign of hope for the future. The afternoon consisted of

Students from Galway and Offaly who were involved in Afri's Just A Second schools
programme help plant a strawberry tree at the Celia Griffin memorial.
Photo: Joe Shaughs

Just a Second

The ‘Just a Second’ educational programme (part of Afri’s WorldWise Global Schools Project) focuses on the absurdity of over
€40,000 being spent every second on war and weapons while a
billion people suffer from hunger, lack of clean water and
adequate housing. Work on this included events in Donegal and
Dublin, the former including a walk and gathering in Moville in
April where there was music, poetry and readings and the planting of a mountain ash tree at Moville Community College.
Afri’s banner visible during the ‘Reclaim the Vision of 1916’ march and rally in
Dublin in April. Photo by Derek Speirs
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Solidarity events

Afri organised a variety of solidarity
events in 2016 ....

•
Anti-war Activism in the Trump era – this
solidarity event took place in November for
Shannon war resisters Colm Roddy and Dave
Donnellan, who entered Shannon airport in May
to inspect illegal U.S. military war planes stationed
there. Speakers included both Colm and Dave plus
Harry Browne and Ciaron O’Reilly, and music was
provided by the ‘Chelsea Manning Support Band’.
After their action at Shannon in May, Afri issued a
statement calling on the Irish government to end
the use of Shannon Airport as a Warport.

•
The 10th anniversary of the Pitstop
Ploughshares’ acquittal for their disarmamant
action at Shannon concerning a US war plane four
years previously, was marked by an event in July
entitled ‘The Resistance Continues’. Input
included a talk by US peace activist Kathy Kelly,
music by the ‘Chelsea Manning Support Band’ and
a reading of his new play by Donal O’Kelly.
•
Afri took part in the ‘Reclaim the Vision of
1916’ event in Dublin in April , walking behind the
banner, “The Right of the People of Ireland to the
Ownership of Ireland” which focused on the ideals
behind the 1916 Rising, as distinct from the
military dimension which is so heavily emphasised
in so many of the state commemorations. Afri
staff carried a banner with the message “Afri
rising to the challenge of tackling climate change,
abolishing war and restoring Irish neutrality”.

Funding and support

Afri staff, volunteers and supporters donned
Panama hats on Bloomsday, June 16th, and
picketed 30, Botanic Avenue to highlight the fact,
revealed in Panama Papers, that a company at this
address facilitates commission payments on behalf
of major Italian Arms Company Finmeccanica.
Photo: Derek Speirs

Changes in the availability of funding has
necessitated much work by staff and a
sub-committee of the Board to enable Afri’s range
of work to continue. As a result, individual
support has never been as important. However
Afri is fortunate to also have a range of volunteers, artists, musicians and other supporters who
underpin and engage with the work in often
amazing ways. Afri gratefully acknowledges
Trócaire, Concern and the Joseph Rowntree
Charitable Trust as well as our many friends and
supporters

Afri is a member organisation of the International Peace Bureau and the
Stop Climate Chaos Coalition.

Dates for your Diary

Féile Bríde: 4th February 2017
Famine Walk: 20th May 2017
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