A YEAR OF ACTION
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40 years working for justice

peace, human rights & sustainability

2015 - a year of action for justice, peace,
human rights and sustainability
A busy 40th Anniversary year, with many memorable moments.
These are some of the activities/campaigns/events that filled our year:
• Manning Truthfest in Wales in January:

A group of musicians and activists headed to Wales again to support
the Mannings, family of imprisoned whistleblower, Chelsea Manning, jailed for 35 years for exposing the truth about the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

• Global Call on Climate Change: Afri issued a call to artists in January to awaken their supporters to the opportunity

presented by the UN climate conference in Paris at the end of 2015. Many artists responded including: Damien Dempsey, Liam
Ó’Maonlaí, Steve Wall (The Walls/The Stunning), Colm Mac Con Iomaire (The Frames), Dónal O’Kelly, Noirín Ní Riain, Theo Dorgan,
Paula Meehan and more. In June, Afri made a short film featuring students from the Gaelscoil Cholmcille singing and dancing to
Pete St. John’s song “Waltzing on Borrowed Time”, about the threat of climate change.

• Féile Bríde “Occupy the Imagination” took place

in February in the new Solas Bhríde Centre in Kildare with speakers Bruce
Kent (Movement for the Abolition of War), Colin Archer (International Peace Bureau), Emanuela Russo (Food Sovereignty Ireland)
and Salome Mbugua (Wezesha)

• Famine Walk in I.T. Carlow on 12th February from the Agora to the Famine Graveyard with contributions from Choc-

taw Gary White Deer, Chaplain Fr. Martin Smith, lecturer Niamh McCrea, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, Fergal Browne,
Rev Olivia Williams, and Sakhile Heron, an Afri intern, originally from South Africa.

• Robert Zamora public meeting

In February Afri hosted Robert Zamora who took a legal action against the Costa
Rican government for supporting the U.S. military invasion of Iraq on the grounds that it violated Costa Rican neutrality – and
won.

• Shamrock, Shame and Shannon: Reclaiming Ireland’s Pride. Afri joined with Shannonwatch to organise a number

of events around St. Patrick’s day to mark the 12th anniversary of the 2nd U.S. led war on Iraq, and to highlight the role that Shannon plays in such wars, including a cycle of non-violence, a protest outside Shannon airport and a staged performance art piece
inside the airport by Donal O’Kelly and Dylan Tighe which was filmed.

• Fermanagh's Future: Farming and Lakelands or Fracking and Wastelands? Afri worked in

partnership with LAMP, an anti-fracking community group based in Fermanagh, and with award-winning filmmaker Dearbhla
Glynn, created an anti-fracking film. We also contributed towards several workshops organised by INNATE in Belfast, Fermanagh
and Manorhamilton which included an analysis of general social and political movements and the strategies and stages involved
in campaigns, which was tailored towards anti-fracking groups. Afri’s film on fracking was screened as part of the Glens Film
Festival in Manorhamilton in August.

• Direct Provision:

Afri supported the publication of research on the subject of direct provision by ITB student and Afri
intern Sakhile Heron. This research was sent to Cabinet ministers. This publication is available from the Afri office – contact Afri if
you would like to find out more.

• Food Sovereignty Assembly, Westport – in partnership with Food Sovereignty Ireland and Trócaire. Work on a
food sovereignty ‘proclamation’ began.

• Annual Famine Walk 2015 in Louisburgh – ‘Food Sovereignty, Global Warming and Resisting Militarism’ with
IBON International’s Maitet Ledesma and Chelsea Manning’s aunt, Sharon.

• From Doolough to Dili and back. In May 2015, Afri Co-ordinator Joe Murray flew to Timor Leste to accept an award
from the Timorese government on behalf of the East Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign.

• Just A Second!

A message to world leaders Afri worked with TY students in Mount Temple School over several weeks, at
the end of which a short film was made sending a powerful message to those attending the UN Conference on climate Change in
Paris on the urgent need for a comprehensive climate deal and for practical action to be taken.

• Corrib Gas Project: From Victim to Survivor to Victor. Afri invited Michael Lapsley - an anti- apartheid activist, and survivor
of a letter bomb which blew off both his hands, who went on to found the Institute for the Healing of Memories - to give a workshop to the community in Erris in July.

• Dublin launch of educational resource and ‘Turned Away’: Afri launched an educational resource
written by Pete Mullineaux featuring 5 short plays on global justice themes with suggestions for follow up activities suitable for
school groups, youth theatres, college students and others and ‘Turned Away’ – a specially composed instrumental piece by the
multi-talented Imogen Gunner

•

In September 2015 Rose Kelly, who has been with us since 2013 returned to teach in Moville. Happily she agreed to become a
board member, along with Ugandan singer and development education specialist Justine Nantale.

• Famine Landscape Project –the idea behind this project is to mark sites of significance to the Irish Famine and bring
them into local consciousness. In 2015 we held a number of additional ‘famine walks’ – co-ordinated by long-time Afri partner,
Gary White Deer, who has a particular interest in the Irish Famine - in Donegal, Derry and Sligo. This work was supported by
Concern.

• Stop Climate Chaos: Afri continued its involvement in the Stop Climate Chaos coalition and in July took part in the ‘Head
in the Sands’ action on Sandymount strand, which called on the government to stop burying their heads in the sand and start
tackling climate change now. Approximately 150 people attended this event and the photographs taken were disseminated to
the media and were printed in the Irish Times, the Sunday World and the Irish Examiner.

• Dunshaughlin Walk: In the run up to the Hedge School in November Afri held a famine walk in Dunshaughlin, bringing
students from ITB to visit the workhouse and make connections between Irish Famine history and issues of food sovereignty and
climate change which are relevant today.

• Hedge School 2015: One Earth, One Chance: Climate Change & Human Rights in ITB Blanchardstown in

November. There was a debate between Oisin Coghlan (Friends of the Earth) and Harold Kingston (IFA) as well as input from
Maitet Ledesma (IBON International) and a dramatic piece from Donal O’Kelly on Ken Saro Wiwa and Frederick Douglass. The
students also contributed a number of workshops on the themes.

• Ogoni 9 vigil: On Tuesday November 10th 2015 Afri hosted a vigil at Shell’s Irish headquarters in Dublin to mark the twentieth anniversary of the execution of poet and playwright Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others known as the Ogoni 9. The vigil was
supported by, among others, Christy Moore and Sr. Majella McCarron, an Irish missionary Sister from County Fermanagh who was
formerly based in Nigeria where she was a friend of Ken Saro-Wiwa.

• Making the Connection, Fracking No!

Afri in collaboration with Caitriona Kelly and supported by Love Leitrim
hosted an international gathering of anti-fracking activists, in the Glens Centre, Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim on Saturday 28th
November. Donal O’Kelly performed Fionnuala (his Edinburgh Fringe First award-winning show about human rights abuses
connected with the Shell Corrib gas project) with live music.

• Launch of educational resource and tree planting in Derry in December.

Afri joined with St Columb’s Park House in Derry for the launch of their ‘Campaigning Communities’ initiative and the launch of a
book written by Rose Kelly and published by Afri entitled ‘Pathways of Peace’ – a resource for schools. The launch was accompanied by the planting of a tree by pupils from Scoil Eoghan in Moville who also performed a song and read poetry which they’d
written on the theme of caring for the plants and the bees and the planet.

THANK YOU!

Afri, 134 Phibsborough Road, Dublin 7
Phone: 01 8827563/01 8827581. Email: admin@afri.ie

