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Welcome to Afri’s 40th Anniversary edition of
Peacemaker! We have travelled a long and winding road since Sean McFerran SVD called a group
of friends together in 1975 and founded Afri.
Although many of those friends, including Sean,
are no longer with us the good work that they
began continues today.

In our 40 year history we have worked in many and
varied ways - initially sending ‘aid’ but then in 1980
shifting our focus to identifying and tackling the
causes of poverty and hunger, rather than responding to its symptoms, which remains our focus today.
Our journey of solidarity has taken us many places
over four decades: from supporting the anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa to anti-imperialist
struggles in the Philippines and Latin America; from
resisting the occupation of East Timor by Indonesia
to opposing the occupation of Ogoni land by oil
corporations in the Niger Delta.

These global campaigns became more real when they
were linked to local connections here in Ireland - and
so we were proud to support the Dunne’s Stores
anti-apartheid strike; to campaign for the release of
Niall O’Brien and the Negros Nine from prison in the
Philippines; to support Tom Hyland and the East
Timor Ireland Campaign and, of course to support
the Rossport 5 and the courageous resistance by the
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community in Erris to Shell and its acolytes in North
Mayo. Likewise, we opposed the wars without end in
the Middle East and beyond by protesting the use of
Shannon airport by the US military.

We also run educational campaigns such as ‘Just a
Second’ to highlight the obscene wastage of resources on war and militarism, and the Great Famine
Project, remembering An Gorta Mór in a way that
seeks to learn its lessons and to express solidarity
with those experiencing hunger and human rights
violations today.
Currently we are focusing attention on climate
change which, together with the war industry, poses
the greatest threat to our very survival and that of
our planet. Fossil fuels are of course one of the major
contributory causes to climate change and the many
means of extracting these, the latest being fracking,
is something on which we will be campaigning for
the foreseeable future.

On our 40th anniversary, we also want to remember
and celebrate the wonderful people with whom we
have worked and with whom we have stood in
solidarity down through the years. It is a privilege to
walk the road of solidarity and we look forward to
doing so for many more years to come.
Joe Murray
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Ireland’s first food sovereignty assembly was held in Castlebar in May 2014 as a first step towards building a better food
and agricultural system both in Ireland and worldwide.

Ireland’s First Food
Sovereignty Assembly
Ireland’s first food sovereignty assembly was held in
Castlebar in May 2014 and was organised to coincide
with the Annual Famine Walk in the Doolough Valley,
Co. Mayo. Afri organized this event in association
with Food Sovereignty Ireland. Food sovereignty
practitioners from around Ireland attended and
contributed to this important event.

The Assembly included a distinguished panel of speakers:
Paul Nicholson, a Basque farmer who has participated in
La Via Campesina since its inception; Luis Jalandoni, who
has struggled on the ground for the rights of farmers in
the Philippines; John Brennan of the Leitrim Organic
Farmers COOP, one of Ireland’s most informed voices on
Food and Agriculture; Rose Kelly of Afri; Fergal Anderson
of Food Sovereignty Ireland; The assembly was chaired
by Dr. Mark Garavan of GMIT and explored the critical
issue of food, how it works, who benefits and who loses
out and why.
The idea of Food Sovereignty was launched during the
World Food Summit in 1996, when farmers organisations
from different parts of the world felt the need to counteract the increasing power of corporations, agribusinesses
and the WTO to dictate prices, crops and other issues to
farmers.
These farmers’ organisations formed an International
movement – La Via Campesina (the way of the
peasant/small farmer) which fostered a sense of solidarity instead of competition between farmers internationally.
The reality is that our food and agricultural system is
failing consumers, the environment and farmers. Big
retailers like Tesco are multi-national corporations,
squeezing suppliers and eliminating local food providers.
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Much of the food they sell is produced mechanically, on
industrial farms, in a multitude of countries using a
cocktail of agrochemicals. The industrial food system
then sells heavily processed foods with dubious labels to
overwhelmed consumers, who eventually discard almost
a third of the food they buy.
Unfortunately, our own government and our largest
farming organisation, the IFA, have completely bought
into this model. We hear repeatedly of the importance of
agriculture to our economy, of how we can contribute to
“feeding the world” and for potential growth in exports.
This message hides the reality – that farmers in other
countries would be happier feeding their own populations that most of our farmers earn an average income of
€21,000, and how the majority of our so called high
quality exports are in fact fed into the industrial,
processed food industry.
Farmers in Ireland deserve better. They should be
producing food for their local communities, not the industrial food system. They should not be pushed to constantly increase production as they watch their incomes
remain static or fall. Some farmers in rural areas during
the fodder crisis in 2013 committed suicide after shooting
their own cattle in the field, for lack of feed. The real
farmers of Ireland, not the profitable agribusiness sector,
are pushed to their limits.
These were some of the issues raised at Ireland’s first
Food Sovereignty Assembly. The Assembly is a first step
in starting this discussion, and towards building a better
food and agricultural system both in Ireland and worldwide.
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Famine Walk

A Famine Memorial was unveiled on the grounds of Delphi Lodge during the 2014 Famine Walk.
Photo: Key Media

Opening the Gates - From Famine to Food Sovereignty
Where can you start in talking about the Afri Famine
Walk? Well, 1849 is the best point because the Famine
Walk is the re-enactment or retracing steps of a real
tragedy that happened to people who died walking
that way 165 years ago. There is a sense in which the
ground we walk on is sacred, holy, or marked because
we know some of the terrible things that happened in
that very place.

But the Afri Famine Walk is not some ethereal revisiting
of a past, if tragic, time. It very directly links past, present
and future and asks us to recommit ourselves to ending
famine. There was food, there is food, the question is who
controls the food and what happens to it. Some walkers
carried posters of the names of individuals who died in
that and more recent famines.
The theme this year, “From Famine to Food Sovereignty”,
was well explored by the walk leaders, Emanuela Russo,
Luis Jalandoni and Paul Nicholson. Luis Jalandoni spoke
of the 70% of Filipinos who struggle to get by on €1.70 a
day in a country fertile and rich in natural resources; he
spoke of the mass resistance to government policies
which support big landowners and multinationals.
All of the speakers emphasised the right to adequate food
as a human right, and opposing the multinational
viewpoint of food as a commodity. The latter is the
pseudo-economic ideology which leads to the obscene
shortages of food, the terrible struggle to survive, and to
malnutrition, starvation and even death.

For the second year in a row the weather unleashed
buckets of rain on walkers, but those who were fit and
well were totally undaunted by such trifles. By Doolough
itself I witnessed one young woman, already saturated,
not seek the narrow bank to avoid water up over her
trainers, but plough right through the middle of a flood.
That was the attitude; is féidir liom/linn.
The unveiling of a stone memorial at Delphi Lodge to the
Doolough Famine Walk of 1849, linked of course to the
present, was the highlight at the end of the journey. But
the playing by Imogen Gunner, and friends, of her
specially composed piece, ‘Turned away’, while participants struggled to keep musicians and their instruments
dry through a canopy of umbrellas, was haunting and
beautiful. It also brought to mind the old proverb Ar scáth
a chéile a mhaireas na daoine / People live in one another’s shelter.
Although it is a serious occasion there are many
lighthearted moments as participants meet old and new
friends and share together. Of course the day’s events,
and others, require detailed analysis with the aid of liquid
refreshments in the evening, a task this year made memorable for those who could stay by music from Imogen
Gunner and friends.
- Rob Fairmichael, Afri Board member and innate co-ordinator
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Just A Second!

Exploring Disarmament for Development
Afri’s Rose Kelly writes here about
one event, a ‘world café’ which
brought together the three
secondary schools in Galway
involved in the ‘Just A Second’
Project
The intention of the ‘Just a Second’
schools project was, starting with a
focus on the amount of money spent
on militarisation every second, to
consider the real cost of war and
militarisation; to imagine the
alternatives; and to come up with
ways in which we can work together
to help bring about this alternative.
‘Out beyond notions of wrong-doing
and right- doing there is a field, I’ll
meet you there.’ ~ Rumi. These
were the favourite lines from poetry
of young peace activist Aseel Asleh.
Aseel, who described himself as a
‘Palestinian citizen of Israel’, was a
member of the international organisation Seeds of Peace with his fellow
members of that organisation, Aseel
worked towards the manifestation of
such a ‘field’ as Rumi describes. At

17 years of age, while attending a
Seeds of Peace event, Aseel was shot
and killed by Israeli security forces.
On the 29th April 2014, Afri facilitated a World Cafe event in St. Enda’s
College Galway for over 70 young
people all of whom are around the
age Aseel would have been when he
was shot and killed. The young
people came from St. Enda’s,
secondary school and Gort Community College. The session was the
culmination of months of work
involving a wide range of activities
including art, story, drama, discussion, creative writing and imagining,
as part of the Afri ‘Just a Second’
project.
Symbols and story played a significant part in the unfolding of the
project. At the ‘end of project’ event
on the 29th April, we had several of
these symbols in evidence e.g. peace
cranes, dream catchers and St.
Brigid’s Peace Crosses. Likewise, into
the mix, we brought the stories of
child/teenage victims of militarisa-

tion. Through their stories, we
brought their presence into the room
both as witnesses and inspiration.
Six years old Celia Griffin who
starved to death during An Gorta
Mór, Ten year old Sadako Sasaki
who died of Leukaemia, ( the
A-bomb disease ) a decade after the
bombing of Hiroshima and Aseel
Asleh. We did our best to manifest
Rumi’s field in the bright and
spacious gym hall.
The three ‘questions’ up for discussion at the World Cafe were: What
are the real costs of militarsation?;
How can we create an alternative
Dream?; What am I/we going to do
to make this happen? What the
young people came up with together
was heart-warming and hopeful. The
event finished with the participants
writing a message for peace on large
sheets of paper which were then
photographed as a contribution to
the International Peace Bureau’s
Global Day Against Military Spending. (GDAMS)

Film, Painting and Book
A number of resources were created during the course of the
project. Firstly, we produced a
film on the project, made by Dave
Donnellan, which is a snapshot of
the development education work
that went on in the Just A Second!
project. Secondly, Choctaw artist,
Gary White Deer created a
dramatic, evocative painting on
the project themes called ‘The
Price of Bullets’. Both were on
display at a launch in Galway City
Museum at the end of the project.
Pete Mullineaux spoke about the
project during the launch and
Spunout.ie founder and social
innovator Ruairí McKiernan also
contributed, as well as there being
some beautiful music to set the
scene by local musicians. The film
and painting remained on display
in the Museum after that event.
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A
development
education
resource for teachers was also
published. Just A Second! Exploring Global Issues Through Drama
and Theatre by Pete Mullineaux is
a development education resource
offering school groups an accessible guide to exploring global
issues through drama and theatre.
The book opens with coverage of
Afri’s 2013-2014 Just A Second!
project which focused on the
theme of militarisation. This is
followed by the full texts of five
mini-plays that were devised with
young people taking part in Afri
initiated development education
projects in primary and secondary
schools
during
the
years
2005-2011. These plays can be
read or acted out, but more importantly are designed to act as a
stimulus for further drama explo-

ration, discussion and debate.
With this in mind they are accompanied by multiple suggestions for
follow-up activities, linking across
the curriculum so that schools
groups, youth theatres, college
students and others can explore
the themes and issues raised for
themselves.

If you are interested in this publication please contact the Afri
office. The Just A Second! schools
project received funding from
Irish Aid’s WorldWise Global
Schools and Concern WorldWide.

Solidarity with Imprisoned Whistleblower
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Chelsea Manning
Chelsea
(formerly
Bradley)
Manning was a private in the U.S.
army and is currently serving 35
years imprisonment in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, for courageously
exposing the horrors of the
endless U.S ‘war on terror’. In
November 2013, on the instigation
of Ciaron O’Reilly, Afri hosted the
Manning family – Chelsea’s
mother, 2 aunts and uncle – and
was delighted to continue that
support for the Manning Truthfest
– ‘the return fixture’ – in Wales on
the 10th to 12th January 2014.

Donal O’Kelly had met the family,
heard their story and, never one to
miss an opportunity for offering
support and solidarity, came up with
the wonderful idea of the Manning
Truthfest. This was a voyage of
discovery in many ways as musicians
and artists were contacted and
assembled, car pools sorted and the
ferry crossing arranged. From the
moment we gathered this group of
artists seemed imbued with a special
spirit. The Manning Truthfest was a
13-strong team from Ireland: actor
and playwright Donal O’Kelly, Afri
co-ordinator Joe Murray, Afri chairperson Andy Storey, sound technician Andy Cummins, singer-song-

writer Joe Black and RoJ Whelan,
actor and poet Sorcha Fox, musicians Imogen Gunner, Robbie
Sinnott,
percussionist
and
playwright Brian Fleming, journalist
Harry Browne, musician and radio
presenter Ellen Cranitch, and human
rights activist Nuala Kelly.
On arrival, the gang were warmly
welcomed, provided with excellent
accommodation and from then on it

was non-stop music. Despite the
harrowing nature and the brutal
treatment of Chelsea Manning there
is much to celebrate in a life marked
by courage and truth and it was
appropriate that this Truthfest was
awash with the sounds of music,
song, poetry, drama, dance and
drumbeat.

Afri celebrate U.S. Whistleblower Chelsea Manning's 27th birthday at the GPO in December 2014
an event attended by T.D.s Clare Daly, Mick Wallace as well as Director of Amnesty Ireland, Colm O'Gorman.
Photo: Derek Speirs.

Remembering
Gerry Conlon
A candle was lit for Gerry at Resisting Injustice: Gerry Conlon
Memorial in support of Chelsea Manning.
Photo: Dave Donnellan

Among the speakers at the
Manning solidarity meeting in
November 2013 was Gerry Conlon
who gave a profoundly moving
and passionate address about his
own experiences, the courage of
Chelsea Manning and the importance of whistleblowers in revealing miscarriages of justice. Sadly
Gerry Conlon passed away over
the summer. Afri, at the sugges-

tion of singer-songwriter Joe
Black, held an event to remember
Gerry in September. Gerry was a
great advocate for many cases of
injustice, so it seemed fitting to
link this memorial with a solidarity event for the imprisoned whistleblower.

‘A Memorial evening for Gerry
Conlon in solidarity with Chelsea
Manning’ was held in the Teacher’s
Club and included a reflection on
Gerry Conlon by human rights
campaigner Nuala Kelly, a screening
of Gerry’s address in November as

well as contributions from leading
musicians and actors such as Joe
Black, Simon Meyler, Sorcha Fox,
RoJ Whelan, Paul O’Toole, Katie
O’Kelly, Brian Fleming, John Maguire and was hosted by Donal O’Kelly.
Donations from the event went to
the Manning Family Fund and the
Giuseppe Conlon House in London
(at the request of Gerry Conlon’s
family). Special thanks to, Afri intern
Clara Purcell for her excellent work
in organizing this event.
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Airing Erris
Following on from the success of Donal O’Kelly’s play
Fionnuala 2013 (which won a Fringe First in the Edinburgh festival) Afri, with the help of Donal O’Kelly and
Richie O’Donnell (director of The Pipe) – initiated the
concept of ‘Airing Erris’. The idea of this venture was
to critically evaluate the role of the media in the
portrayal of the Corrib Gas Project, as well as to
provide a space for the community to ‘get the word
out’ about what is really happening in Erris. Atlantic
Stream, Richie O’Donnell’s production company,
livestreamed ‘Airing Erris’ over the internet which
enabled a wider audience to attend and participate.
There were three ‘episodes’ in the Airing Erris series
in 2014.

– the Corrib Gas Project

Corrib gas project.
Journalist Harry Browne had this to say about the event:
“The event on Saturday 18th in Mayo wasn’t just a chance
for journalists such as Purcell and MacNally to say how
their work on the Corrib story had been resisted by PR
pressure and by their employers. It also gave plenty of
time for others, including locals, to offer testimony about
the ignorance, avoidance and distortion they have experienced at the hands of the media over the last decade.

Firstly in January, Airing Erris: The Media and Shell
Corrib took place in the Seanscoil, Ceathrú Thaidhg, in
Erris, County Mayo. Speakers included Harry Browne,
journalist and lecturer, Lelia Doolan, documentary-maker
and former CEO of the Irish Film Board, Betty Purcell,
former Editor of Features and Current Affairs RTE, and
Liamy Mac Nally, Mayo-based freelance journalist. Afterwards there was a space for a series of testimonies from
local people detailing infringements of freedom of expression and denial of information in relation to the Shell

Airing Erris 2

was the second installment in the series which examined the relationship between vested interests and the
media and their increasing control and interference in
civil issues. Speakers at this event were Ed Vulliamy
(The Observer/Guardian journalist); Richie O’
Donnell (the director of The Pipe); William Hederman
(journalist) and Andy Storey (Afri chairperson).

Ed Vulliamy paid warm tribute to the community in Erris
who have been resisting the imposition of the Gas Corrib
project on their community since 2000. Mr. Vulliamy, the
journalist who broke the story of Shell’s supplying large
quantities of alcohol to Gardaí in Belmullet, said he was
inspired by the courage and commitment of the community and the way in which they have ‘ joined the dots’ in
terms of the project and its wider implications. He also
described the alcohol to Gardaí in Belmullet story as an
interesting bagatelle in context of UN Rapporteur’s claim
of excessive use of force by Gardaí against peaceful
protesters.
Journalist William Hederman outlined examples of media
distortion in relation to the project. For example, the ‘rape
tapes’ issue was shamefully mishandled by Gardaí and
GSOC and those against whom rape was ‘jokingly’ threatened were utterly failed, let down and undermined by
elements of the media. Richie O’Donnell, whose company Atlantic Stream broadcast the event on line, spoke
about plans to ‘be our own media’ of which ‘Airing Erris’
is a very good example. Lorna Siggins wrote a piece about
this event in the Irish Times.
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Goldman Environmental prize winner, Willie Corduff, speaks at Airing Erris 3 in Ceathrú Thaidhg,
in July, as former UN Assistant Secretary-General Denis Halliday looks on.
Photo: Brian Fitzpatrick.

Airing Erris 3

was held in July. This episode focused on policing and
included contributions from former UN assistant Secretary-General Denis Halliday, Goldman Environmental
prize winner Willie Corduff, former Garda and Human
RightsMonitor Bernard McCabe, peace activist Margaretta D’Arcy and investigative journalist Gemma O’Doherty.
Garda Whistleblower John Wilson, also attended, and
spoke about his experiences of Garda corruption. Former
Gardaí Bernard McCabe and John Wilson, along with
Rossport farmer Willie Corduff, appealed to members of
the Garda Síochána who had been assigned to police the
Corrib gas project to speak about what had occurred.
To watch Airing Erris you can go here:
https://new.livestream.com/AtlanticStream

Appeal for an Independent Enquiry

Earlier in 2014 Afri issued an appeal for an independent
enquiry into the policing of the project, which was
supported by Desmond Tutu, Denis Halliday, Ed
Vulliamy among others. Desmond Tutu recorded a
short message of support which can be watched on the
Afri website. Afri was also a signatory of a second
petition in June calling for an independent investigation of the policing of the project. To date, no such
enquiry has been held.
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The
Future
for
Shale?
Fracking in Ireland
We continued to raise awareness about the dangers of
fracking throughout 2014. In March, Afri launched
Dearbhla Glynn’s short film ‘The Future for Shale?’
about fracking in Ireland in Manorhamilton, in
Leitrim, one of the counties mooted for fracking to
take place. Dearbhla’s work as an independent documentary maker has previously shone a spotlight on
human rights injustices in the Congo and Gaza.

Members of Love Leitrim Eddie Mitchell and Chair Susan
Carton were at hand for a Questions and Answers session
after the film. The audience were also treated to a
traditional music session from well known musicians
Steve Cooney and Paddy Keenan in the Glens Centre
venue. An unexpected highlight of the evening was when
renowned Choctaw artist Gary White Deer made a
presentation of his painting entitled “Fracking Mother
Earth” to Love Leitrim.
A second initiative undertaken by Afri in relation to fracking is the launch of a petition to ban fracking on the island
of Ireland. Since its launch in August over 2,000 people
have signed the petition. A number of international
scientists such as Dr. Ken Caldeira from the Carnegie
Institution for Science at Stanford University and Dr
Mariann Lloyd-Smit, Senior Advisor at the National
Toxics Network in Australia also supported the ban, citing
both the need for more sustainable solutions to the

Susan Carton delighted to accept the gift of painting “Fracking Mother Earth” from Gary White Deer
at the 'Future for Shale' event on the theme of fracking in Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim in March.
Photo: Dervilla Keegan.

energy crisis as well as health risks from the toxins used
in the ‘hydraulic fracturing’ process
Thanks to Ruairi McKiernan for his invaluable support
with this petition.
Afri hopes that the govenment in Dublin and the Asenbly
Belfast follow the lead of the French and German governments in banning fracking and instead prioritise renewable energy sources.

Blood Fruit – The Dunnes Stores Strike

Members of Afri were delighted to attend the
premiere of ‘Blood Fruit’ in Galway recently. Director Sinead O’Brien has ensured that the eventual
telling of this extraordinary story on the big screen
was worth the long wait. The film recounts the
story of ten exceptional young workers in Dunnes
Stores in Henry Street who took the courageous
decision to refuse to handle ‘the fruits of apartheid’
in 1984. This decision was to have major consequences for the workers themselves – being locked
out for more than 2 years – and internationally as
the story became known around the world. It
resulted in a rare and amazing victory when the
Irish Government banned the importation of fruit
and vegetables from South Africa.

Nelson Mandela had said that the action of the strikers
had helped him during his imprisonment and, in a
message sent to the strikers via Afri for the premiere,
Archbishop Tutu saluted them, describing them as ‘a
beacon of hope’ and ‘part of the history of South
Africa’s struggle for freedom’.

While the true heroes of this story are of course the
strikers, Afri’s organizing of a meeting of the strikers
with Desmond Tutu on his way to receive the Nobel
Peace Prize and the subsequent invitation to visit
South Africa, issued by Tutu through Afri, made a
significant contribution to internationalizing the strike.

Cathyrn O’Reilly (standing) and Vonnie Munroe of the Dunnes Stores Anti-apartheid strikers speaking
at the Afri Hedge School (Awakened Conscience: Standing up for Justice, tackling climate change,
opposing war and militarism)in IT Blanchardstown. Photo: Nicola Hamilton
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Sadly Muireann de Barra has
stepped down from the Board
of Afri. Living and teaching in
Limerick made it difficult for
her to get to our meetings
recently but we very much
appreciate Muireann’s contribution and look forward to
continuing to work with her
in future. We are also sad to
report that Andy Storey has
stepped down as our Chairperson but happy to report
that this position has been
taken by Nessa Ni Chasaide.
Andy has been a wonderful
chairperson but we know he

will continue to make an
important contribution as a
Board member. We look
forward to working with
Nessa in the years ahead.

We updated our strategic plan
in 2014 and also had excellent
interns in Ali Hanaf (ITB),
Ehizemoya Kenneth (ISE) and
Clara Purcell.
As usual, we extend our gratitude to Brendan Malone as we
say goodbye and thanks to
Fiona Stanley.

Budget Summary 2013

Income
Less Programme Expenditure
Less salaries
Less Operating Expenditure
Deficit

We thank Ruairí McKiernan for
his support in various ways
including his invaluable social
media work and Sean Boland
for his work on the Afri website.
From Food Sovereignty Ireland,
we thank Fergal Anderson &
Manu
Russo
andlooking
forward to working with them
in the run up to the 2015
Famine Walk
We thank Dave Donnellan for
filming various Afri events and
to all Afri supporters for
enabling us to keep doing what

Income and Expenditure in Euros
118,066
63,689
58,932
30,637
35,192

Dates for your Diary
Afri gratefully acknowledges the support of Trócaire, Joseph Rowntree
Charitable Trust and Concern
Afri is a member of the International Peace Bureau, Act Now on 2015, Debt &
Development Coalition Ireland, Dóchas, IDEA, Stop Climate Chaos, Stop Killer
Robots campaign
Afri has signed the Dóchas Code of Conduct on Images and Messages. To find
out more visit: http://www.afri.ie/dochas-code-of-conduct-of-images-and
messages/

134, Phibsborough Road, Phibsborough, Dublin 7
Telephone: 01 8827563 /8827581
Email: admin@afri.ie
Website: www.afri.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/afriireland

Féile Bríde: 7th February 2015
Global Day of Action
Against Military Spending
(GDAMS): Monday 13th April 2015

Famine Walk: 16th May 2015

