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View of the beautiful area around Glengad, Erris, Co. Mayo.

End of Year Boost to Erris campaigners
An Bord Santa Claus Nua?
Christmas came early to County Mayo this year when An Bord Pleanala (ABP) rejected the proposed route for the
Corrib pipeline as 'unacceptable' on safety grounds. The ruling was unequivocal; houses along the route were
“within the hazard range of the pipeline should a failure occur” while “design documentation” and “risk assessment”
fail to “present a complete, transparent and adequate demonstration that the pipeline does not pose an
unacceptable risk to the public.” The statement also noted that the applicant had failed to include part of the onshore
pipeline route in its application.
One would be forgiven for assuming that the people of Erris might have taken to their beds for a well deserved rest,
safe in the knowledge that their exhausting, ten-year battle to expose fatal flaws in the project was finally victorious.
However the biggest lesson of the past ten years is that all victories are provisional and liable to be overturned at the
earliest opportunity. While An Bord Pleanala's statement clearly dismissed the project in its current form, it was also
“provisionally the view of the board” that it would be “appropriate to approve the proposed onshore pipeline development should alterations be made.” How can the board dismiss a project so completely yet ultimately open the door
to its advance? The community quickly responded, mindful perhaps that a previous An Bord Pleanala judgement
(2003) had rejected the Corrib gas refinery site as the wrong project in the wrong place but still ended up - on appeal
- giving it the green light.
”We contend that An Bord Pleanala's letter to the Applicant can only be construed as a fundamental rejection of the
Corrib Pipeline application,” stated the letter from the community. The recent decision spared Shell the task of
making a new application for the pipeline route and deprived appellants of access to the Inspector's report and
records of the Oral Hearing proceedings. Shell refused to be drawn on the board's ruling which recommends
15 alterations to the pipeline route, from a new risk assessment to information on addressing problems with the
landfall valve installation at Glengad. Shell must respond by February 2010 but their options are limited as the
company has already discounted alternative routes.

Law and Order?
Meanwhile the recent clerical abuse report criticized gardai for deference to church authorities, “shocking connivance” in its
failure to investigate complaints about priests and “totally inappropriate relationships” between top level gardai and clergy
regarded as “outside their remit”. If you switch the archdiocese for Shell you could be describing the inappropriate
relationship between gardai and Shell in county Mayo over the past ten years with gardai consistently taking the side of one
party to the conflict, leaving local residents disillusioned and disenfranchised.
Colm Henry, a resident of Glengad, made a complaint to gardai in 2008 when private security repeatedly filmed his
grandchildren as they undressed on Glengad beach. Garda Superintendent John Gilligan appeared genuinely angry at the
abusive surveillance and promised to do something about it. “If this was happening near my home I'd probably be doing the
very same as you are” confided Gilligan. That afternoon, Shell private security intensified the surveillance, pointing cameras
and binoculars at the windows of the Henry household. The following day, on his return to the garda station, Gilligan
immediately threw his hands in the air; “I know what you're going to tell me”, he said, “I'm really sorry about it”. The
complaint was dealt with in an informal manner, as Gilligan apparently received assurances from a senior Shell employee
that the surveillance would come to an end. On another occasion members of the community occupied land to prevent Shell
from drilling on a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) but when police arrived they ordered locals to leave under threat of
arrest, allowing Shell to resume work. On April 24th Willie Corduff took up position underneath a truck at Glengad,
demanding to see Shell's permission to restart work there. When Mary Corduff visited Belmullet station to seek help, a
senior garda mocked her and suggested she tell her husband to stop acting the fool. When police attempted to remove
Corduff he refused to budge. A senior garda then beat his ankle with a rock, the only part of his body they could reach. He
was later beaten up by masked men. The recent announcement that 75% of complaints against police were deemed credible by the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission vindicates the peaceful campaign of civil disobedience which has
worked in parallel with the legal and forensic submissions on the health and safety aspects of the project. The Ombudsman
Commission's press spokesman, Graham Doyle, identified two factors which kept many people from making formal
complaints: people believed nothing would be done, or that it would make matters worse for them in relation to the Gardai.
The criminalization of the campaign has had a huge cost in PR terms, pushing it from the mainstream to the margins at
precisely a time when public opinion might well be amenable to a campaign to renegotiate the terms of the ‘great gas giveaway.’ The Dublin Commission report may have parallels with the Corrib gas controversy but it was a different
company in a far off country which really hit the mark in terms of a warning of what happens when health and safety
concerns are ignored in the name of progress. Oil giant BP is currently being sued by a group of Colombian farmers for a
pipeline which caused landslides and damage to soil and groundwater, causing crops to fail, contaminating water supplies
and making fish ponds unsustainable. One farmer expressed the anger felt by all; “Now that my land has been destroyed I
realize that the money I was paid for the pipeline to be built across my farm was a pittance and that BP took advantage of
my inability to read and write and my lack of understanding of technical language. I can no longer keep the same number
of animals or crops, or fish in the local lake, because of the poor quality of the water. It is now very hard to survive on the
income that the farm produces.”
The hard work and endless hours of research has turned Erris locals into experts on all aspects of gas production, making
it impossible for Shell to fool them with technical wizardry. However the incompetence or collusion of government bodies,
reluctant to challenge a global corporation, may prove the most difficult obstacle to overcome in 2010.
- Michael McCaughan
traumatised as a result. I wish to support calls made by Afri
and others for a national and international investigation into
this incident and for steps to be taken to ensure that all parties, particularly those representing the state, demonstrate a
commitment to non-violence and the protection of human
rights. - Archbishop Emeritus Desmond M Tutu

As patron of the justice and peace organisation Afri, a disturbing development in the ongoing resource conflict in Erris,
County Mayo, has been brought to my attention. A peaceful
protestor, Goldman International Environmental Award
Winner, Mr. Willie Corduff, has been physically attacked,
under cover of darkness, by the agents of a multinational corporation, resulting in his being hospitalised and left severely
hurt and traumatised. [...]

Statement by Denis Halliday regarding the attack on
Willie Corduff
I applaud the courage and commitment to non-violent resistance shown by Mayo farmer Willie Corduff in respect of
Corporate giant Shell stomping on the human rights of his
community. As in Nigeria, Shell appears to show no respect
for humanity when greed-driven profits demand feeding.

It is in regard to the attack on Mr. Corduff that I particularly
wish to make my concerns known. Mr. Corduff is a small
farmer who has lived all his life and raised his family in this
area. His only interest and motivation is the protection of his
family and the welfare of his community. His opposition to the
gas project has always been entirely peaceful and non-violent. It was while taking part in a non-violent action to prevent
work going ahead (work which he believed to be illegal) on
April 22nd - 23rd 2009 that Mr. Corduff was set upon by Shell
security and seriously beaten up.

If Shell has any link to the thugs that severely beat Willie
Corduff while he pursued non-violent expression of his concerns, the Corporation and its Ireland-based management
should be prosecuted, and Shell operations in Ireland suspended pending judicial outcome. Sadly, the continuing situation in Mayo raises doubts about the ability and commitment
of the Government to find a solution that best serves the interests of all Irish people. I do not believe those hoping to benefit from north-west natural gas would wish to do so were they
informed of the burden Shell seems prepared to place on this
Mayo community. - Denis J. Halliday

He was hospitalised and his family have been left severely

Seeds of Change…Seeds of Hope.
Snow, ice and freezing fog failed to dampen the
enthusiasm of the many people who travelled to Kildare or
came from the local area to the annual Féile Bríde
Conference in Kildare on February 8th 2009. As usual, an
eclectic mix of music, song, food, drama, discussion and
excellent speakers awaited those who braved the
elements to get to the Derby House Hotel for this event.
Following the haunting melodies played by Cormac
Breatnach, the first speaker to take the podium was the
distinguished former UN Assistant Secretary General and
Nobel Peace Prize nominee, Denis Halliday, who took a
critical look at the war industry and the havoc that it
continues to wreak on people and planet, and how Ireland
now seems to accept its facilitation of war via Shannon
Airport as normal business. Frida Berrigan continued on
this theme, looking at the financial and human cost of an
arms industry that cost over $1400 billion in 2008.
Students from De La Salle Secondary and Presentation
Secondary schools then took to the stage to perform a
short play entitled 'The Sacred Cactus' which they had
compiled with the help of the gifted Pete Mullineaux.
This was followed by celebrity chef Richard Corrigan as he
cooked locally produced, organic food with Anita and
Tommy Hayes, Jo Newton and Peter Bourke of the Irish
Seed Savers Association (ISSA), whose work we
celebrated in the conference. The ISSA has done heroic
work since it was founded by Anita Hayes in resisting the
corporate takeover of seed varieties by large multinational
corporations, typically based in rich western countries,
which seek to monopolise and commercialise the very
basis of life on earth. In the course of cooking a mouth
watering dish Richard Corrigan emphasised the
importance of the local and the indigenous - trends we
must follow in the future post-oil economy where
sustainability and self-reliance will top the political agenda.
Our band for the traditional céilí fell victim to the weather
as roads had deteriorated due to frost during the day but
a couple of well placed phone calls by the well-connected
Noel Heavey had a replacement band organised in jig time
and the evening finished with the familiar sounds of
dancing feet!

Afri submitted the following ad to RTE Radio in advance
of this year's Famine Walk, but the radio station refused
to broadcast it:
Famine Walk 2009 - Doolough to Louisburgh.
This Saturday join Choctaw Gary Whitedeer, Donal
O'Kelly, Sorcha Fox, Philip Ikuruzi from Niger Delta and
Mary and Willy Corduff of the Rossport 5.
Organized by Afri with Louisburg Community Project.
Phone: 01 8827563.

Power Concedes Nothing Without
Demand

Famine Walk Leaders Donal O'Kelly, Sorcha Fox, Philip Ikurisi, Gary
Whitedeer, and Willie and Mary Corduff.

Willie and Mary Corduff from Rossport, Philip Ikurusi
from the Niger Delta, Gary Whitedeer of the Oklahoma
Choctaw nation and actors Donal O'Kelly and Sorcha
Fox led several hundred people on the 21st Famine
Walk through the Doolough Valley, County Mayo on a
sunny May day in 2009.
The theme of the walk was 'Power Concedes Nothing
Without Demand', taken from the words of the great
anti-slavery campaigner, Frederick Douglass, who
visited Ireland during the Famine and was appalled by
the suffering which he witnessed. He wrote: “I cannot
allow myself to be insensible to the suffering of any part
of the great human family”.
The abolition of slavery remains an example of how
systems which come to be regarded as 'normal' can be
changed if the political will exists to do so. And that
political will is required to change the many other forms
of slavery that continue today: enslavement by famine,
by poverty, by debt, by human trafficking and by the
ruthlessness of corporate greed.
The Famine Walk is a walk of remembrance and
resistance - remembering those who died as a result of
famine in Ireland in the 1840s and those who are
condemned to lives of indebtedness and poverty in
today's world. In 2009, it remembered Frederick
Douglass and the countless numbers of his brothers
and sisters who suffered the obscenity and inhumanity
of slavery. It remembered the Choctaw, their trail of
tears and the genocide of indigenous peoples who
have been decimated in the name of 'progress.' It
remembered those who are killed or injured in resource
conflicts, from Ken-Saro Wiwa executed by the state
with Shell collusion in Nigeria in 1995, to Willie Corduff,
beaten by Shell security with state collusion in Ireland
in 2009.
'Power concedes nothing without demand - it never did
and it never will'

'The Great Gas Giveaway; How the Elites Have Gambled Our Health
And Wealth'
Afri's new report, 'The Great Gas Giveaway; How
The Elites Have Gambled Our Health And
Wealth', explains how the government has
squandered existing resources and refused to
reconsider the ownership and exploitation of the
country's natural resources, despite possessing
all the necessary tools to do so.
Ireland has entered a period of economic crisis
which has affected workers, farmers, children and
the elderly alike. Recently, prominent Harvard
economist Niall Ferguson ('The Ascent of Money')
warned that Ireland was the global 'prime
candidate' for outright bankruptcy. The government
has cut health services, slashed education spending and rolled back welfare provision, warning all
the time that this is merely the
beginning of
even harder times to come.

Andy Storey and Michael McCaughan launching
the Afri report 'The Great Gas Giveaway'.

Yet there is one lucrative potential source of state
revenue - the benefits that could accrue from our
natural resources - which has been ignored by
government and opposition alike, a source of
finance which has permitted other countries to
boost social spending even in times of economic
downturn.

Reclaiming even a portion of the revenues that should rightfully be ours would obviate the need for some
of the cut-backs and would stimulate the economy, relieve the impact of recession and boost
employment prospects. For example, the estimated cost of building the Metro North is €3.7 billion, a sum
that could comfortably be financed from the revenues accruing from the Corrib Gas field and other sites,
had they not been given away to private companies.
An investment of €1 billion, made possible by a mere 10 per cent stake in the Corrib Gas field, would
generate a revenue stream that would obviate the need for such penny-pinching measures as the
closure of three wards in Crumlin Children's Hospital due to a €9.6 million deficit.
The list of potential beneficiaries is long - the out-of-hours social service helpline recommended in the
recent Monageer report, and which the government tells us we cannot afford, could easily be financed,
costing only €15 million. The €156 million savings from scrapping the Christmas social welfare bonus
could readily be recouped by judicious investment of even a small proportion of what the government's
stake should be in the country's oil and gas reserves.
It is still not too late for the government to renegotiate gas contracts and retake control of the country's
sovereign natural resources. It is time for the government and the Irish public to wake up to this reality.
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Chef Richard Corrigan preparing a meal with home-grown
ingredients at the Féile Bríde Conference in February.

Former UN Assistant Secretary General Denis Halliday and Barbara
Raftery speaking at Féile Bríde.

Students from De La Salle Secondary School
and Presentation Secondary School,
Kildare performing 'The Sacred Cactus' at Féile Bride

Mary and Willie Corduff from Rossport
speaking at the Famine Walk in May.

Young people interviewing and filming Richard Moore as part of the
Education for Liberation day in Kildare.

Clare O'Grady Walshe speaking about climate change at the
Education for Liberation day in Belvedere College, Dublin.

Eve Tessera and Cathal Doyle analysing legal avenues in relation to
the Corrib Gas Dispute at the Ken Saro-Wiwa Memorial Seminar in
Inver, Co. Mayo.

Afri Administrator Marie-Laure Picoury and
her team getting ready for the Famine Walk.

The current situation, similar to the Irish
experience during the famine, is largely
man-made and reflects a violation of the
fundamental human rights of nearly a billion
people. “Nothing is more degrading than hunger,
especially when it is man made. It breeds anger,
social disintegration, ill health and economic
decline” (UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon,
address to the Conference on World Food
Security, June 2008). Among the aims of this
year's Hedge School was to highlight and
promote awareness of Ireland's commitment to
achieving the first United Nations Millennium
Development Goal - the reduction by half of the
number of people suffering from hunger by 2015.

Food For Thought
The Annual Afri Hedge School - a unique blend
of conversation, debate, music, fun and food took place this year in the Glens Centre,
Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim.
An Scoil Chois Claí/The Hedge School, entitled
'Food for Thought', took place from October 9th
to 11th and included a keynote address by the
renowned writer and environmentalist Sean
MacDonagh as well as a range of workshops
looking at the issue of food, locally and globally.
There was also a talk by local historian Prin
Duignan entitled 'The Famine in North Leitrim' in
the local Famine graveyard and a visit to the
nearby Irish Organic Centre.
Since Afri's foundation, the issue of food and
hunger has been a concern which has been at
the heart of the organisation. Now, as global
economic systems spiral into crisis and global
food prices increase we believe that hunger, food
insecurity and conflict will escalate if the global
community fails to re-think the way in which
available resources are utilised.

In Irish history, the Hedge School stands as a
symbol of resistance devised by oppressed
people striving for self-improvement against the
odds. It represents a deep appreciation of the
importance of keeping knowledge and learning
alive and of staving off dullness and
acquiescence. The Hedge School stands as a
modern symbol of the strength of the human
spirit and its determination to survive and grow in
situations of injustice. By revisiting this part of
our history, Afri aims to reconnect people with a
method of education which is based on learning
through participation, a method of learning which
is based on the sharing of life experiences with
others.
The Hedge School is an innovative event which
reflects current thinking on development
education issues whilst challenging our audience
to 'think outside the box' in relation to these
issues and identify possible actions to effect
change.

Participants of the Afri Hedge School 2009.

Protest at Israeli Embassy
In response to the brutal bombardment of
Gaza by Israeli military forces, Afri organised a
moving artistic protest outside the Israeli
Embassy in January. The artistic installation,
by artist Tracy Walsh, consisted of babies'
vests and tiny t-shirts placed on bamboo
cross-frames which were solemnly placed
upright on the grassy 'garden' outside the
Israeli Embassy. The vests, each bearing a
message relating to Israel's slaughter of
Palestinian children, fluttered in the wind as
musicians Steve Larkin and Eoin Dillon of Kila
played a lament for the victims of the Israeli
assault on Gaza.
Many artists and members of the Irish arts
community attended, including: Aisling
O'Sullivan from ‘The Clinic’, Brendan Conroy
and Donal O'Kelly from ‘Kings’, artist and writer
Gerard Mannix Flynn, Raymond Keane of
Barabbas; as well as actors Neili Conroy,
Glynis Casson and Sorcha Fox.
If ..
"If I hadn't been born in Gaza .. "
"If I wasn't Palestinian .. "
"If my mother hadn't brought me to the UN
school .. "
"If the Israeli army hadn't dropped phosphorus
bombs .. "
"If more than 30 UN resolutions on Israel had
been acted on .. "
If ..

Towards Achieving a Ban On Depleted
Uranium Weapons
In June 2009 Afri organised a public meeting
entitled 'Towards Achieving a Ban on Depleted
Uranium Weapons', at which the speakers were
Doug Weir, Coordinator of the Manchesterbased International Coalition to Ban Uranium
Weapons (ICBUW), and former UN Assistant
Secretary General Denis Halliday. The meeting
was chaired by Barbara Raftery, who
subsequently
attended
a
European
Campaigners' Workshop organised by the
ICBUW on 17 and 18 October 2009 in
Manchester. The aim of the workshop was to
inspire more effective EU-wide campaigning in
the run-up to the UN talks on Depleted Uranium
in September 2010.
The ICBUW represents more than 100 NGOs
worldwide and campaigns for a ban on the use of
uranium in all conventional weapons and
weapon systems. The coalition also monitors
health care, compensation and environmental
remediation for communities affected by the use
of uranium weapons.
It is now clear that Depleted Uranium (DU) was
used on a large scale by the US and the UK in
the Gulf War in 1991, then in Bosnia, Serbia and
Kosovo, and again in the war in Iraq by the US
and the UK in 2003. It is suspected that the US
also used DU in Afghanistan in 2001, although
both the US and UK governments have denied
using it there. However, leaked transport
documents suggest that US forces in
Afghanistan have DU weapons.

(by Tracy Walsh)
When DU weapons are used a toxic and radioactive dust is produced which is a threat to civilians
and the military alike. The dust is inhaled into
and retained by the lungs and from the lungs
uranium compounds are deposited in the lymph
nodes, bones, brain and testes.
It is thought that DU is the cause of a sharp
increase in the incidence rates of some cancers,
such as breast cancer and lymphoma, in areas
of Iraq following 1991 and 2003. It has also been
implicated in a rise in birth defects from areas
adjacent to the main Gulf War battlefields.
Installation by Tracy Walsh outside the Israeli Embassy in January 2009.

The UN General Assembly passed a resolution
highlighting serious health concerns over DU

and in May 2008, 94% of MEPs in the European
Parliament strengthened four previous calls for a
moratorium by calling for a DU ban treaty in a
wide-ranging resolution.
In December 2008, 141 states in the UN General
Assembly ordered the World Health Organisation,
International Atomic Energy Agency and United
Nations Environment Programme to update their
positions on the long-term health and environmental threat that uranium weapons pose.
Deliberate obfuscation by the mining, nuclear and
Barbara Raftery (left) at a European Campaigners'
Workshop organised by the ICBUW.
arms industries has hampered efforts to recognise
the problem and achieve a ban. We must not allow
the short term military advantage claimed for uranium weapons to override our responsibility for the
long-term welfare of people and planet.
We in Ireland must make our voices heard and support the International Coalition to Ban Uranium
Weapons who are calling for a treaty which would not only outlaw the use of uranium weapons, but
would include the prohibition of their production, the destruction of stockpiles, the decontamination of
battlefields and rules on compensation for victims.
-Barbara Raftery

Arrivals and Departures
Marie-Laure Picoury recently finished working with Afri after two
and a half years and returned to live in France. Marie-Laure
arrived as an intern, having previously worked in Bolivia and very
quickly became part of the Afri 'family'. She subsequently took up
the task of running the office - a position in which she combined
efficiency, sensitivity and friendliness to such an extent that she
was described by one of Afri's long-term supporters as 'the
consummate Administrator'. But she did more than her job as
Administrator, she also made a very significant contribution to all
Afri events and activities and did tremendous work, especially, in
organising our most recent 'Food for Thought' Hedge School in
Leitrim.
Good luck for the future Marie-Laure,
welcome to AFRI Susan Hensel

We hope Marie-Laure and her partner Valentin will have many
happy years in their new careers in France and we look forward
to seeing Marie Laure in a more relaxed mode at future Afri events. We welcome Susan Hensel
who takes on the new position of Office Manager and Event Organiser.
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