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Biographies
Colin Archer is Secretary General of the International Peace Bureau and 
Coordinator of the Global Day of Action on military spending. He has 
written/edited/co-edited a number of publications including  “Whose 
Priorities? A Guide for Campaigners on military and social Spending”; 
“Opportunity Costs:  Military Spending and the UN’s Development 
Agenda” and “Warfare or Welfare? Disarmament for Development in 
the 21st  Century.”

Rose Kelly is a teacher from Moville Co Donegal and is Afri’s Develop-
ment Education Coordinator. Rose likes to spend time outdoors, 
especially walking by the sea and on the bogs, and is involved in 
community and environmental projects including Celebrate Water!  
She is interested in exploring ways in which we can become more 
harmonized again with other species and with Earth herself, both as 
individuals and as community.

Bruce Kent is a former soldier, former priest and former general 
secretary of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. He succeeded 
Sean MacBride as the President of the International Peace Bureau and 
is a founder member of the Movement for the Abolition of War.

Salome Mbugua is a native of Kenya and has lived in Ireland since 1994. 
She has over 20 years’ experience of working with disadvantaged and 
underrepresented groups especially women, children, and youth, in 
Kenya, Uganda and Ireland. She is the Founder and former CEO of 
AkiDwA- The migrant women network in Ireland and also recently 
founded and directs Wezesha, an initiative of the African Diaspora for 
international development.

Emanuela Russo is from Milan, Italy. After spending time in Latin Ameri-
ca and other countries in Europe, she has now settled in Ireland where 
she farms vegetables for the local market with her partner. At the same 
time, she continues to work part-time as the coordinator of the Interna-
tional Nyéléni Newsletter for Food Sovereignty, which is published 
online four times a year. The International Nyéléni Newsletter 
represents the collective voice of the International Food Sovereignty 
movement.

Imogen Gunner  is an award winning fiddle player, singer, composer 
and multi instrumentalist, whose talent spans the realms of elaborate 
multi-instrumental composing, arranging, songwriting and collabora-
tions with artists of many and varied backgrounds and genres. Her 
unique voice in instrumental composition is now flowing into the new 
art of her songwriting.

Afri wishes to acknowledge the support of Ir ish Aid, Trócaire.

This event is organized in partnership with St. Patrick’s Missionary 
Society Kiltegan and Cairde Bríde.
Feíle Bríde is part of a week-long series of events taking place in 
Kildare  organized by the Brigidine Sisters and Cairde Bríde.  Further 
information can be found here: http://solasbhride.ie/category/up-
coming-events/ 
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Introduction

‘Another world is possible' – a simple and confident expression of an 
ability to step outside the existing paradigm and imagine an alterna-
tive! This ability to imagine, to voice the imagined, and to take action 
to manifest it, is a wonderful gift and holds the potential to a life well 
spent; a seed full of potential for change. Whether it be in the small 
fields of power within which we operate on a day-to-day basis or 
whether the net of imagination is cast farther to embrace other fields 
and other people, the role of the imagination in creating change is a 
vital one. 
A dreamer with a well informed conscience is a force to be reckoned 
with. Martin Luther King, Gandhi, Wangari Mathai, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Brigid, among others, were and are revolutionaries with  a cause and 
with imagination who have transformed lives and inspired others to 
do the same. 
 Arundhati Roy goes a subtle step further than imagining the possibili-
ty of another world, she speaks of its unfolding manifestation:  “Anoth-
er world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can 
hear her breathing.”  Spine-tingling words that are truly hope-filled 
and audacious. 
This position bridges the gap between the vital step of imagining and 
actually occupying your imagination: standing in the reality; embody-
ing it; breathing it; speaking it; acting it. To consider the life's work of 
the dreamers mentioned above is to discover how they dreamed and 
then occupied their dream. As Gandhi put it, they were 'the change 
they wanted to see in the world’.
The Occupy movement of recent years is a powerful and urgent act of 
'being the change.'  Like the quickening that occurs in times of dramat-
ic and conflicting energies, the inspired movement has pulled back a 
screen and has not only revealed what is possible but with its cast of 
hundreds of thousands, has acted it out. Regardless of how it has since 
unfolded and evolved and has yet to evolve, the seeds of the imagina-
tion of Occupy have been scattered far, taken root and are bearing 
fruit.

To Imagine… and then to 'occupy the Imagination,' is the theme of this 
year’s Féile Bríde. 
As we in Afri celebrate our 40th anniversary we are delighted that our 
first public event of this landmark year will be the Féile. The Brigidines, 
with whom we have been associated  since 1993, a year after they 
came to Kildare,  are dreamers like Brigid who occupy their dreams to 
bring them into reality, The new Solas Bhríde Conference Centre, a 
physical example  of 'imagination occupied' by the Brigidines, 
provides the space for this year's gathering. 
Speakers include those who similarly inhabit their dreams and make 
them visible. Bruce Kent, a name synonymous with peace-making and 
founder of an organisation that challenges the military mindset of  
countless generations, the Movement for the Abolition of War.  Colin 
Archer of the International Peace Bureau, another life-long peace 
activist who similarly and consistently presents the kind of world that 
would be possible if we stopped sacrificing life in its many forms to the 
god of war and chose instead to put our focus and energy into the 
protection of life. Emanuela Russo, member of the Via Campesina and 
founding member of Food Sovereignty Ireland, by word and example, 
occupies the imagined world where food production is in the hands of 
the people in respectful alliance with Mother Earth. And Salome 
Mbugua, working to bring about the world she dreams of in common 
with Brigid where justice, peace and human rights are upheld and 
hospitality is a belief in practice.
We invite you to join with us; to bring along your dreams and to add 
your voices to the dreamers' discourse. Together, let's ‘occupy the 
Imagination' and discover what great changes we can help bring into 
being. 
      Rose Kelly
      Afri

Clár

10.30am  Gathering at the Well (adjacent to Irish National Stud)  for walk to Solas Bhríde

11.00am  Registration  

11.15am  Welcome the Flame 
   Music by Imogen Gunner and friends 

11.30am  Rita Minehan – Solas Bhríde: The Realization of a Dream

11.40am  Bruce Kent & Colin Archer – Imagine...  a World without War 

1pm  Lunch and tree planting

2pm  Emanuela Russo –Imagine...  a World of Food for People not  for Profit  

3pm  Salome Mbugua –Imagine...  a World Where the Stranger is Welcome

 

4pm  Tea break

4.10pm  Occupy the Imagination with Rose Kelly

5.10pm  Conclusion  


